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The purpose of this newsletter is to provide information regarding Autism, Aspergerôs Syndrome and related disorders. 

We do not necessarily endorse the information printed in this newsletter. 

 
September 8 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG), Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

September 12 Open House at The Shafer Center, Reisterstown, 11:00 a.m. 

September 15 Sexuality and Relationships for People with an Intellectual Disability, Baltimore, 9:30 a.m. 

September 15 The Basics of Dating and Relationships, Baltimore, 6:00 p.m. 

September 15 POAC of Central Maryland, Hunt Valley, 7:00 p.m. 

September 16 Ultimate Play Zone Autism Open Play, Cockeysville, 5:30 p.m. 

September 17 BCC-ASA Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

September 19 Sensory-Friendly Film: Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs, White Marsh & Columbia, 10 a.m. 

September 21 Bounce Party N Play Autism Open Play, Cockeysville, 5:30 p.m. 

September 26 Sensory-Friendly Film:  Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs, White Marsh & Columbia, 10 a.m. 

October 1 BCC-ASA Support Group, Autism:  The Biomedical Nuts and Bolts, Speaker:  Dr. Janelle M. Love, 

7:00 p.m. 

October 8 Executive Functions & Dysfunction, Cockeysville, 12:30 p.m.   

October 9 Aspergerôs Interventions:  Classroom Techniques & Strategies, Columbia 

October 10 Walk Now for Autism Speaks, Towson, 10:00 a.m. 

October 10 Autism Expo, Columbia, 11:30 a.m. 

October 13 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG), Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

October 14-15 Perspectives on Autism Conference, Rockville 

October 14 Dr. Temple Grandin, Howard Community College, Columbia, 7:00 p.m. 

October 14 Ultimate Play Zone Autism Open Play, Cockeysville, 5:30 p.m. 

October 20 POAC of Central Maryland, Hunt Valley, 7:00 p.m. 

October 23-24 Organization for Autism Research Annual Conference, Arlington 

October 25 2nd Annual BCC-ASA Bowling Social, Catonsville, 1:00 p.m. 

October 25 Walkabout Abilities, Towson, 10:00 a.m. 

October 29-30 Advancements in Autism:  Diagnosis and Intervention, Towson 

November 5 BCC-ASA Support Group, MSDE Update, Speaker:  Marjorie Shulbank, 7:00 p.m. 

November 6-8 Autism Spectrum Disorders:  What Works and Why?, Bethesda 
 

For updated events information, visit the BCC-ASA calendar at www.bcc-asa.org 

http://www.bcc-asa.org


 

  Calendar Closeup 
 

 Another Busy Busy Season!  
 

 

October 1st Support Group Meeting 
 

Dr. Janelle M. Love will speak on Autism:  The Biomedical Nuts and 

Bolts, a lecture designed to give parents and teachers insight into the real 

medical problems of autism spectrum disorders and how addressing the 

medical issues may enable autistic symptoms to be alleviated or resolved. 
 

Dr. Love is a board certified family physician who practices with a functional medicine 

approach.  After her son was diagnosed with autism, she investigated the potential thera-

pies for problems children with autism have, and now treats many children on the autism 

spectrum.  Therapies include addressing the inflammation, infections, food intolerances, 

oxidative stress, & environmental triggers these children face. 
 

She is a member of the American College for the Advancement of Medicine, American Academy of Family 

Practice, Lyme Induced Autism Foundation, American Academy of Anti-Aging Medicine, Institute of 

Functional Medicine, and she is active in the Defeat Autism Now! movement.  She speaks to autism groups 

all over the east coast.  She is also the Founder and President of the Autism Relief Foundation, Inc, a 501(c)

(3) non-profit organization which helps raise money and awards grants for autism research and to families 

of autistic children to pay for biomedical therapies nationwide. 
 

Dr. Love has been in solo practice in Maryland since 1999.  She is a 1994 graduate of Emory Medical 

School in Atlanta, Georgia.  She attended Florida Hospital in Orlando for her internship and Fairfax Family 

Practice for residency training in Virginia. 

 

ñSet óEm Up in the Other Alley, Joe!ò 
 

October 25th  is the date for the 3rd Annual BCC-ASA Bowling Social.  It will be held at the 

AMF Westview Lanes (same location as last year) in Catonsville from 1:00 ï 3:00 p.m.  All 

members of BCC-ASA and their children will bowl for free!  Be on the lookout for more details 

to be sent via e-mail and posted on our website (www.bcc-asa.org).  Or, to register, please call the chapter 

phone line (410-655-7933). 

 

November 5th Support Group Meeting 
 

Our speaker this month will be Marjorie Shulbank from the Maryland State Department of Education.  

Come hear the latest ñState of the Stateò regarding autism and get an update on the Autism Waiver.  

Marjorie was instrumental in creating the autism waiver program and is a valuable and greatly-appreciated 

friend to the autism community in Maryland. 

National ASA Options Policy . . . 

Just a reminder that BCC-ASA adheres to the ASA options policy that states no single type of program or service 

will fill the needs of every individual with autism and that each person should have access to support services. At the 

very core of parent choice philosophy is the belief that no single program or treatment will benefit all individuals 

with autism.  Providing information and education to help in decision-making are more highly regarded at ASA than 

is advocating for one particular theory or philosophy. 
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Saturday, September 12, 11:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. 

Open House at The Shafer Center 

See Page 11 for details 
 

Tuesday, September 15th, 9:30 a.m. ï 12:30 p.m. 

Sexuality and Relationships for People with an Intellectual Disability:  Living Safer Sexual Lives 

Presented by The Arc of Baltimore and Planned Parenthood of Maryland.  For parents with children in the late teens 

and beyond.  Common sexuality issues with persons with intellectual disabilities and how to respond to sexual situa-

tions more effectively will be discussed.  Time will be given at the end of the session for answering parent questions 

and concerns.  Presenter:  Mary Greenfield, certified sexuality educator.  Location:  Arc of Baltimore at Seton Park, 

6151 Metro Drive, Baltimore 21215.  No Cost.  For more information and to register:  Ori Natividad, 410-296-

2272x5338 
 

Tuesday, September 15th, 6:00 ï 9:00 p.m. 

The Basics of Dating and Relationships 

Presented by The Arc of Baltimore and Planned Parenthood of Maryland.  For individuals on the spectrum.  This ses-

sion will help self-advocates develop more confidence meeting and talking with others.  The session will use role-

play and games.  Presenter:  Mary Greenfield, certified sexuality educator.  Location:  Arc of Baltimore at Seton 

Park, 6151 Metro Drive, Baltimore 21215.  No Cost.  Space is limited.  For more information and to register:  Ori 

Natividad, 410-296-2272x5338 
 

Tuesday, September 15th, 7:00 ï 8:30 p.m. 

Parents of Autistic Children of Central Maryland Meeting (NOTE NEW LOCATION !) 

POAC of Central Maryland is a training, support and advocacy resource for families regarding Applied Behavior 

Analysis (ABA) programs for children with autism.  Monthly meetings to discuss parentsô experiences creating and 

funding ABA programs, to share strategies and resources and to advocate together for needed services.  Location:  

The Trellis School, 100 Lakefront Drive, Hunt Valley.  For directions and more information:  http://

poacofcentralmd.org. 
 

Wednesday, September 16, 5:30 ï 7:00 p.m. 

Ultimate Play Zone Autism Open Play 

At the Ultimate Play Zone in Cockeysville, 10626 York Road.  Special session for autistic children and their fami-

lies.  Cost:  $7 per child.  Reservations requested.  Please remember socks and signed waivers are required.  For more 

information:  www.ultimateplayzone.com, 410-628-7529 or admin@ultimateplayzone.com. 
 

Saturday, September 19, 10:00 a.m. 

ASA/AMC Entertainment Sensory Friendly Film 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs.  Rated PG.  See page 10 for details.  Also to be shown September 26th. 
 

Monday, September 21st, 5:30 ï 7 p.m. 

Bounce Party N Play Open Play 

At the Cockeysville Bounce Party N Play, 100 Cockeysville Road, Cockeysville.  Special session only open to autis-

tic children and their families.  Cost:  $6 per child.  Reservations required.  For more information:  

www.bouncepartynplay.com or call 443-831-6133 to register. 

 

Saturday, September 26, 10:00 a.m. 

ASA/AMC Entertainment Sensory Friendly Film 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs.  Rated PG.  See page 10 for details.  Also to be shown on September 19th. 

 

DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS . . .  
(ABOUT THE CALENDAR ITEMS) 

http://poacofcentralmd.org/
http://poacofcentralmd.org/
http://www.ultimateplayzone.com
mailto:admin@ultimateplayzone.com
http://www.bouncepartynplay.com


Thursday, October 8, 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. 

Pathfinders for Autism Brown Bag Lunch Series:  Executive Functions & Dysfunction 

Sponsored by Pathfinders for Autism and Confident Student.  Speaker:  Mary Turos.  No charge, but registration is 

required.  For more information and to register:  443-330-5370 or www.pathfindersforautism.org. 
 

Friday, October 9, 8:30 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. 

Aspergerôs Interventions:  Classroom Techniques & Strategies 

Presented by Medical Educational Services, Inc.  Speaker:  Rich Weinfeld.  Location:  Sheraton Columbia Town 

Center Hotel, 10207 Wincopin Circle, Columbia.  Cost:  $188 if register by September 29th, $218 for late registra-

tions.  For more information and to register:  www.meds-pdn.com or 715-836-9900. 
 

October 10, 8:30 a.m. (registration starts), 10:00 a.m. (walk starts) 

Walk Now for Autism  

See Page 9 for information about this popular event. 
 

 

October 10, 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Autism Expo 

Confirmed speakers include Dr. Vincent Carbone, Dr. Rebecca Landa, Dr. Stephen Shore, Dr. Griff Doyle, Ellen 

Callegary, P.A., Marjorie Shulbank, David Kirby and Dr. Craig Newschaffer.  Sponsored by Lynn and Randy Gas-

ton.  Location:  Jim Rouse Theatre, Columbia.  Free admission.  Tickets must be reserved in advance at 

www.autismexpo.com.  For more information:  Randy Gaston, 410-564-4278. 
 

October 14-15, 9:00 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

Perspectives on Autism Conference 

Presented by Families Together for People with Disabilities.  Speakers include  Eustacia Cutler (Temple Grandinôs 

mother), Thomas Powell, Ed.D. (President of Mount St. Maryôs and father of a child on the spectrum) and Sally Bur-

ton-Hoyle, Ph.D. (Director of Eastern Michigan Universityôs Autism Center and sister of an individual on the spec-

trum).  Location:  Manor Country Club, 14901 Carrolton Road, Rockville.  Cost:  $180 for professionals, $150 for 

parents and students.  For more information and to register:  www.familiestogether.org or 1-866-326-4864.  
 

October 14, 7:00 p.m. 

Dr. Temple Grandin Presents ñWhy Animals Make Us Humanò 

Sponsored by Howard Community College, in partnership with the Howard County Library and the Howard County 

Autism Society.  Includes an opportunity for questions and discussion, and a book signing.  Location:  Smith Theatre, 

Howard Community College, 10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia.  For more information:  Tracie Palm, Office 

of Student Life, HCC, 410-772-4024. 
 

Wednesday, October 14th, 5:30 ï 7 p.m. 

Ultimate Play Zone Autism Open Play 

See September 16th information for details. 
 

Friday & Saturday, October 23 ï 24 

Seventh Annual Applied Autism Research and Intervention Conference 
Sponsored by the Organization for Autism Research.  A forum on current autism research and evidence-based inter-

vention with autism spectrum disorders.  Speakers include Jed Baker, Ph.D., Paul Wehman, Ph.D. and Daniel 

Openden, Ph.D., BCBA.  Location:  The Westin Arlington Gateway, 801 N. Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia.  Cost:  

$75 for 1 day/$125 for 2 days (prior to 9/24), $100/$175 (9/24 and later).  Fees waived for persons with autism.  For 

more information:  www.researchautism.org/news, (866) 366-9710, or e-mail conference@researchautism.org. 
 

Sunday, October 25, 9:00 a.m. (registration starts), 10:00 a.m. (walk starts) 

Walkabout Abilities  

3rd Annual Walk to raise awareness and funds for Abilities Network/Epilepsy Foundation of the Chesapeake Region.  

Walk with us and enjoy activities for children and the whole family!  Location:  Goucher College, 1021 Dulaney 

Valley Road, Towson.  For more information:  410-828-7700x1229 or ldunn@abilitiesnetwork.org.  To register 

online:  www.abilitiesnetwork.org (under ñhow to helpò). 

DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS . . . (CONTINUED) 
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BCC-ASA EXTENDS OUR 

HEARTFELT THANKS TO  

THESE RECENT DONORS 

 

Karen Baer 

Melody Halczuk-Burgess 

Gene & Wanita Di Gennaro 

Full Moon Pub & Grill 

Camille L. King Hinmon 

Mindy & Anthony Johns 

Mieczyslaw & Annette Piatek 

Kirk Stephens 

Sara Weinberg 

Stephanie Windsor 

 

October 29-30, 8:30 a.m. ï 4:45 p.m. 

Advancements in Autism:  Diagnosis and Intervention 

The Kennedy Krieger Institute Center for Autism and Related Disordersô annual autism conference.  Location:  

Sheppard Pratt Conference Center, 6501 North Charles Street, Baltimore.  Cost:  Parents, students and Kennedy em-

ployees:  $135 for one day, $260 for two days, Professionals:  $185 for one day, $350 for two.  For more information:  

www.autismconference.kennedykrieger.org or 443-923-7680. 
 

November 6, 1:00 p.m. - November 8, 12 Noon 

Autism Spectrum Disorders:  What Works and Why? 

13th Annual International Conference presented by the Interdisciplinary Council on Developmental and Learning Dis-

orders.  Speakers include Stanley Greenspan, M.D., Amy Wetherby, Ph.D., Ricki Robinson, M.D., M.P.H., Nancy 

Minshew, M.D. and Serena Wieder, Ph.D.  Location:  Hyatt Regency, 7400 Wisconsin Ave., Bethesda.  Cost:  $350 

before 10/23, $410 after.  For more information:  www.icdl.com or 301-656-2667. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ravens Nest #36 Tournament Winner 

Donates to BCC-ASA 

We recently received a generous donation from 

the Anonymous winner of a pool tournament 

held by Ravens Nest #36 and hosted by Elm-

wood Tavern in Overlea.  This thoughtful dona-

tion was made in honor of Jake DeAngelis and 

will help us continue to support families who are 

dealing with autism and to raise awareness about 

autism in the community.  Thank you! 

 

The Autistic Play at Ultimate Play 

Zone which the BCC-ASA spon-

sored on August 25th was a huge 

success.  Thirty three kiddos 

bounced and had a great 

time.  Please check our web-

site (www.bcc-asa.org) for upcom-

ing events sponsored by the BCC-

ASA at fun locations around town.  

Many thanks to the wonderful 

staff at UPZ! 

Free Guide for  

Parents of Students 

with Disabilities Available 
 

To get a copy of Understanding the Evalu-

ation, Eligibility, and Individualized Edu-

cation Program (IEP) Process in Maryland 

call the Resource Center for Families and 

Schools at 410-887-5443. 

http://www.autismconference.kennedykrieger.org
http://www.Icdl.com
http://www.bcc-asa.org
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 Winning Entries in our Essay Contest 
 

Congratulations to the following individuals for winning their respective categories in the ñHow has Autism 

Affected Your Life?ò Essay Contest which was co-sponsored by BCC-ASA and Baltimore County Public 

Schools: 
 

Student: 1st  Tiernan Hennessey-Flaherty 

 2nd Patrick Sledgeski 

 3rd  Matt Cruz-Ortiz 

Professional:  Julie Hickey 

Family:  Kelli Connolly 
 

Below is the winning entry in the Family category.  The winning Student and Professional entries were 

published in the July/August edition of The BCC-ASA News: 

The BCC-ASA News 

September/October 2009 

 Our Journey with Autism  

 by Kelli Connolly  
 

    My husband and I heard the doctorôs words: ñYour child has Autism.ò   

   First, we experienced a mourning stage.  We felt like we had lost our child; it was  

   as though we were falling and no one could catch us.  We cried for hours - still  

   nothing had changed.  Next came the feeling of helplessness.  We didnôt know  

   much about Autism.  What was Autism?  What did the future hold for our son?   

   Would he have friends?  Would he ever be able to live independently?  How 

 could we help him? 

 We then came to the research stage.  My husband and I spent countless hours on the Internet try-

ing to determine what therapy was best for our son and where to go from there.  We quickly reached our 

frustration point of not knowing what to do or who to talk to; no one told us the same thing.  Everyone 

had an opinion, but no one had any answers - we just wanted to scream. 

 Consequently, we entered a reaching-out stage.  We contacted other parents with children who 

have Autism.  A huge step for us, reaching out was an enormous benefit to our research stage.  We dis-

covered that parents who had been through all the stages possessed experience and knowledge, and could 

relate to our situation.  We also got involved with our local Autism Society.  Even today, every time we 

attend, we meet new parents and gain valuable ideas, therapy information, and feel like we arenôt alone. 

 Next, we began the therapy stage.  We took a leap of faith and chose the therapies we felt would 

best fit our sonôs learning style and spectrum of Autism.  Finally, we entered the acceptance stage.  We 

found ourselves accepting and embracing our childôs disability and doing everything and anything to 

help him. 

 The current phase weôre in is the school and peer stage.  Having every member of the school staff 

understand our child and his disability is important for him to be successful in school.  Everyone must be 

fully informed about his behaviors and learning styles.  Thankfully, we are fortunate in this area.  For 

some families, it can be very frustrating when a school isnôt willing to learn or be accommodating. 

 As far as peers are concerned, itôs very difficult to watch our son struggle to communicate with a 

peer or not respond when spoken to.  We just try to get him involved with as many activities involving 

peers as possible.  Another difficult job is finding the right person to play with him.  If the peer isnôt per-

sistent enough in communication, the playmate may give up trying to communicate.  Overall, it is a very 

hard stage to deal with and watch. 

 Each day brings uncertainty and every month seems to bring new challenges and behaviors to 

master.  We tackle each challenge one by one and try to stay strong as a family and as a couple.  Our 

journey of time and effort is an investment in the most valuable possession we have:  our sonôs future. 



BCC-ASA at The Walk 
 

Come see us and our new display and banner at the 

Resource Fair at Walk Now for Autism Speaks 

on Saturday, October 10th.  BCC-ASA will have 

a table with childrenôs activities and information 

for the grown ups.  Check out all the other displays too to learn about 

other resources available to our families.  The Resource Fair and 

Registration for the walk begin at 8:30 a.m., with the walk beginning 

at 10:00 a.m.  Towson Universityôs Burdick Field (corner of Osler 

Drive and Towsontown Boulevard) is the location of the walk which 

is a very easy, level course with no street crossings. 

 

For more information and to register:  

www.walknowforautism.org , Baltimore@autismspeaks.org or 

call either (888) 777-6227x 7338 or (609) 613-2430. 
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Thank You, Elisa, for your 

Visionary Leadership of the  

BCC-ASA/BCPS Partnership 

 

The Partnership Project of BCC-

ASA and BCPS Office of Special 

Education is gearing up for another 

year of informative presentations.  

Weôd like to take this opportunity to 

thank Elisa Hartman who was in-

strumental in forming the partner-

ship and provided the guidance nec-

essary to get the partnership ñoff the 

ground.ò  She has stepped down as 

the Director of the partnership in 

order to pursue other projects.  We 

wish you well, Elisa, and thank you! 

Autism Society 

has a 

YouTube Channel! 
 

The Autism Societyôs new 

YouTube channel 

www.youtube.com/

TheAutismSociety currently 

features portions of the key-

note presentations ñThe Fu-

ture of Autismò and ñThe 

Culture of Autismò from this 

yearôs Autism Society Na-

tional Conference in St. 

Charles, Illinois.  These clips 

include presentations from 

some of the top minds in au-

tism, including Dr. Martha 

Herbert, Dr. Judith Palfrey, 

Dr. Cathy Pratt, Dr. Mark 

Friedlander, Dr. Stephen 

Shore, Dr. Lars Perner, 

Sondra Williams and Judy 

Endow; they also include the 

question-and-answer discus-

sions that followed each pres-

entation. 

 

http://www.walknowforautism.org
mailto:Baltimore@autismspeaks.org
http://www.youtube.com/TheAutismSociety
http://www.youtube.com/TheAutismSociety


 

 

Girl Scout Rachel Kokoska  

Speaks at August Support Group Meeting 
 

An interesting Power Point presentation was given by Rachel Kokoska, a rising senior 

at John Carroll School in Bel Air, this past month.  She is working on her Gold Award 

Project for Girl Scouts of America and is adapting childrenôs books for severely autistic children at the 

Kennedy Krieger Institute and creating a small library for the students.  She is taking published chil-

drenôs books, simplifying the sentences of the stories, adding pictures to most of the words and creating 

Velcro-backed picture cards that can be matched to the pictures above the words.  Her project will help 

increase vocabulary and understanding, and also promotes picture identification which is a necessary 

step in learning a picture exchange communication system. 

 

Thank you, Rachel, for your presentation and for helping our kids! 

Page 9 

 

New Social Skills Group 
 

The families of two very verbal 5-year-

olds who have Aspergers and attend 

regular schools are seeking similar 5- or 

6-year-olds to be part of a new social 

skills group forming in the Belvedere 

Square area of Baltimore City.  The 

group will be overseen by a speech and 

language pathologist at a well-regarded 

local speech and language clinic.  To be 

held at about 3:30 pm, once a week, day 

of the week to be determined.  The clinic 

does not accept insurance.  Cost: $15 per 

one-hour session.  Space is extremely 

limited.  Please contact Kathleen Cahill 

by email:  mcgeecahill@yahoo.com for 

more information. 

Gotta have those Autism Awareness 

car magnets, lapel pins or wristbands, 

but can't make it to a meeting? 

 

 

 
 

Did you know that you can order them 

through our website?  Check out 

www.bcc-asa.org for all the details! 

mailto:mcgeecahill@yahoo.com
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Welcome,  

New Members 
 

The chapter extends a 

warm welcome to any-

one who recently at-

tended their first support 

group meeting. The Au-

tism Society exists as a 

resource for parents or 

anyone involved with a 

child or adult diagnosed 

with autism. We under-

stand the challenges of 

autism and are here to 

help in any way we can. 

We hope to see you at 

our next meeting! 

 

Childrenôs Developmental Clinic Offered at 

Community College of Baltimore County Essex 
 

Starting September 26th, The Childrenôs Developmental Clinic, sponsored by the 

Community College of Baltimore Countyôs Division of Business, Social Sciences, 

Wellness and Education, will be offering a 9-week session of Fun with Friends 

programs using the Floor Time approach.  For children from 1 to 14 years of age 

who will work with trained student mentors to develop self-esteem, social skills, body 

awareness, muscle strength and balance and coordination.  Sessions are held on Saturdays at the 

CCBC Essex Athletic and Wellness Center (gym) ï Building B, from 9:30 ï 10:45 a.m.  The cost is 

only $45 per family for all 9 sessions.  Financial aid is available.  For more information or to register, 

call 443-840-1387 or visit www.ccbcmd.edu/cdc. 

Additional  

showing  

Saturday,  

September 26th  

10:00 a.m. 


