
Calendar
Sept. 6 BCC-ASA Support Group, Speaker: Addison Beck on Siblings, 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 10 Special Education Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Towson, 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 11 AARG, Speaker: Carrie Waddel on College Living Experience Program,

Towson, 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 18 Balto. Co. ABA/Verbal Behavior Interest Group, Maiden Choice, 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 24 BCC-ASA’s Day at Camden Yards, 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 25-27 Autism: The Musical screening, The Charles Theatre, Baltimore
Oct. 1 Augmentative Communication Workshop, location/time TBA
Oct. 4 BCC-ASA Support Group, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 7 BCC-ASA Bowling Social, 1:00-3:00 p.m., Catonsville
Oct. 8 Special Education Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Towson, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 9 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG), Towson, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 13 Macy’s Shop for a Cause, White Marsh Mall
Oct. 16 Balto. Co. ABA/Verbal Behavior Interest Group, Maiden Choice, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 17 The IEP Process and Parent Concerns, White Oak School, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 20 Walk for Autism Research, The Mall, Washington, DC
Oct. 21 Walk for Autism Research, Towson University
Oct. 22-23 KKI Center for Autism and Related Disorders Conference, Towson
Oct. 23 Biomedical Interventions Workshop, Owings Mills, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 1 BCC-ASA Support Group, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 12 Special Education Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Towson, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 13 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG), Towson, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 13-14 Teaching VB in the Intensive Teaching Environment, Rockville
Nov. 14 Successful Inclusion Efforts, White Oak School, Parkville, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 19 Understanding Sexuality for Learners with ASD Workshop, Balto., 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 20 Balto. Co. ABA/Verbal Behavior Interest Group, Maiden Choice, 7:00 p.m.

September 2007
The purpose of this newsletter is to provide information regarding Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome and related disorders.

We do not necessarily endorse the information printed in this newsletter.

Calendar Close Up
September Support Group:
The Impact of ASD on Siblings
Join us on September 6 for speaker
Addison Beck, Coordinator of
Sibshops. Sibshops is a program just
for brothers and sisters of kids with
special needs; it is also a celebration of
the many contributions made by brothers
and sisters. Come hear what the children
themselves have shared about the
impact of having a brother or sister with
special needs. Learn tips to help your
child and support your family or any
family with which you are involved. This
meeting is open to all – parents,
professionals, and the general public.
This will be a very informative and
powerful evening. We hope you can join
us! In addition, check out the article on
Page 3 to learn about Sibshops offered
in the Baltimore area this Fall.

AARG Meeting Features
Speaker on College Living
The Adult Autism Resource Group
(AARG) welcomes Carrie Waddel from
the new College Living Experience in
Rockville to their next meeting on
Tuesday, September 11, 7:00 to 9:00
p.m. at the home of Ellen Feifarek, 508
Hampton Lane in Towson. College
Living Experience is a post-secondary
program that provides intensive
assistance with academic, independent
living and social skills to college
students with special needs as they
transition to become independent
adults. Please join us to learn more
about this exciting program.

AARG is a sub-group of the chapter
that meets the second Tuesday of
every month at the Feifarek home to
work on issues that concern adults
and transition-age youth with autism.
Call Linda Pearl at 410-769-9500
during daytime hours if you plan to
attend.
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Macy’s “Shop for a Cause” to Benefit BCC-ASA
For only $5 you can get an all-day shopping pass for Macy’s at White Marsh Mall to
use on Saturday, October 13, with a portion of the sales going to the chapter. In
addition to saving up to 20% on most store items, this event also includes
entertainment and a chance to win fabulous prizes. What a great opportunity to shop
for our cause and save lots of money! Buy a shopping pass for yourself and all your
shopping buddies!

To order tickets, mail a check made out to BCC-ASA ($5 x # of tickets) along
with your name and address and number of tickets you want to: BCC-ASA,
P.O. Box 10822, Baltimore, MD 21234.

Make the World a Better Place – Go Shopping!

Walk Now for Autism Set for October 21 in Baltimore Area
Cure Autism Now and Autism Speaks have merged and have combined WALK
NOW and Walk For Autism Research into a single program. The Baltimore walk,
to be held at Towson University, will be held on Sunday, October 21. In addition,
the Washington, DC walk is scheduled for Saturday, October 20 and will be held
on the National Mall. Further information is available at www.autismwalk.org. You
can register to walk as an individual, or form a team and create your own
webpage! It’s easy to do and puts the “fun” in fundraising!



Recent Donors to BCC-ASA
Maureen Klug and Collin Wheeler
have made a donation to BCC-ASA
in lieu of providing party favors at
their September 2 wedding! Our
congratulations and blessings go to
Maureen and Collin. Thank you!

The chapter also thanks these others
who have recently sent us donations.

Drs. Paul & Kiely Law
Dr. Alice Weisko

In memory of Marjean Funn
Stella Diaz

In honor of Scott Feifarek’s graduation
from Ivymount

Larry & Linda Pearl

BCC-ASA’s Camden Yards
Fundraiser Rescheduled
The Orioles-Kansas City Royals game
postponed by rain on April 15 has been
rescheduled for Monday, Sept. 24 at
7:05 p.m. In the event you cannot
attend the make-up game, you can
exchange your tickets for one of the
remaining non-prime home games
during the 2007 season. Call (888)
848-BIRD for more information.

The President’s Communication
by Heather Thoms-Chesley

I hope you have enjoyed your summer, had a chance to relax, met up with some friends for a B-B-Q or special celebration,
and had a chance to enjoy the beautiful weather. Our family enjoyed the summer, but we have readily rejoined the structure
of the school schedule.

During July, I represented our chapter at the National Conference in Scottsdale, AZ. Lee Grossman, President and CEO of
the National Autism Society of America (ASA) spoke during the opening of the conference and stated that the ASA is the only
organization for lifespan issues, that ASA is the only autism board democratically elected by membership, that ASA has a
network of over 200 chapters, and that ASA has been in existence for over 42 years. We serve the ENTIRE Autism community.
As ASA, we fill the gap between diagnosis and cure. I feel confident that our local chapter, the Baltimore Chesapeake Chapter,
is helping its members cope with the day to day details of living with ASD until a cure is found. The face-to-face support of the
monthly meetings, the extensive lending library with ever-increasing additions, the social events, the website and newsletter
are proof of this.

While at the conference I had the opportunity to hear from other chapter leaders about what is working (or not) in different
areas of the country, and I brought many ideas and tips back to be used to support our families and individuals with ASD here
in the Baltimore area. I felt honored to represent such a dynamic group of dedicated members and board members. I hope
that you, too, are pleased with the information provided and the programming that will be offered in the coming months.

The September 6 support group meeting will highlight Siblings, and then we have a family event on October 7, the First
Annual Bowling Event (see enclosed flyer for details). Please let us know if you are coming at RSVP@bcc-asa.org. The
Partnership Project is embarking on the 3rd series of joint Professional/Parent trainings with the Baltimore County Public
School system (please note that this series is open to all members regardless of geographic locale). Check out the Partnership
Project Update on page 3 for more details on this valuable series. Also detailed in this newsletter is information about our
collaboration with other ASA chapters and the North American Riding for the Handicapped Association to help bring Dr. Temple
Grandin to town in March of 2008. This is a great opportunity for us all. We hope you will be able to join us at these events.

This year is a transitional one for the board, with more committees taking on the challenging role of both running events and
guiding the long-term future of the chapter. We welcome all members to come and share their ideas and enthusiasm. The next
board meeting is Thursday, September 20 and is open to any current member of BCC-ASA. Guests are welcome. The board
adopted a clear set of policies for the chapter at our July meeting. We continue to improve the way the board is operating and
are hopeful that you, the members of BCC-ASA, will be pleased with our schedule of events, and that you enjoy the recurring
features of our newsletter. Your feedback is always appreciated and is being used to guide us as we grow and evolve.

I look forward to seeing and speaking with you at one of the many events planned in the upcoming months. Thank you for
being involved – with your support we are improving the lives of all those affected by Autism.
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Autism: The Musical to be Shown at The Charles
Yes, you read that right. Autism: The Musical is a film from HBO being distributed
for a limited theatrical run in fifteen cities to qualify for an Academy Award
consideration, and Baltimore was one of the cities selected.

The movie is described as “an exceptional film that seeks to shatter the myths
and expectations of children with autism.” Autism: The Musical is a documentary
that follows the lives of eleven autistic children and their families as they create,
prepare, and perform a live musical play. The film was shot in Los Angeles and
is based on Elaine Hall’s Miracle Project. In addition to winning the Audience
Award at the Newport International Film Festival, this documentary was an official
selection of the Tribeca Film Festival. A portion of the film’s net proceeds will go
to Autism Speaks.

The film is scheduled to be shown September 25-27 at the Charles Theatre,
1171 North Charles Street in Baltimore. Check out the movie’s website,
www.autismthemusical.com, or our website, www.bcc- asa.org for more details
as they become available.

BCC-ASA to Co-Sponsor Temple Grandin Appearance!
BCC-ASA, in conjunction with the North American Riding for the Handicapped
Association (NARHA) as well as several other local ASA chapters, is co-
sponsoring a visit from Dr. Temple Grandin, author of the bestselling books
Animals in Translation and Thinking in Pictures. Dr. Grandin will be the keynote
speaker at NARHA’s Region 2 conference to be held March 7-9, 2008, at the
Hunt Valley Marriott. She will give a presentation about animal behavior as the
keynote speaker at the conference banquet on Saturday, March 8. In addition, Dr.
Grandin be giving a presentation about autism at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, March 9.
(BCC-ASA members will be eligible to attend this talk at a reduced cost.) After
each presentation, a book signing will be held. Look for more details about this
exciting opportunity in upcoming newsletters!
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Social Skills Group and
Recreation & Leisure Club
Starting This Fall
Trellis Services, located in Cockeysville,
will be offering two new programs for
individuals with ASD this fall. A Social
Skills Group will meet on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 4:00-5:15 p.m. in
theme sessions lasting 5 weeks each.
Fall group themes scheduled are
Communication Skills, Self Esteem,
and Friendship.
In addition, the Recreation and Leisure

Club will be meeting from 3:30-6:30
p.m. Monday through Friday during the
school year. Attendance options include
5-days, 3-days and 2-days per week.
For more information please contact
Lauren Presti, M.A., Co-Director of
Therapeutic Integration, 410-785-3845,
lauren@trellisservices.com.

Get Your Newsletter by E-Mail
Sign up now for Bccasanews and have
your BCC-ASA newsletter delivered to
your e-mail Inbox before it is printed and
sent by US mail. Here’s how to sign up:
To subscribe to Bccasanews, send an
email to Bccasanews-request@bcc-
asa.org and, on the Subject line type:
subscribe.
To unsubscribe to Bccasanews, send
an email to Bccasanews- request@
bccasa.org and, on the Subject line, type:
unsubscribe.
Or you may visit http://seven.pairlist.net/
mailman/listinfo/bccasanews and
subscribe or unsubscribe there.

Sibshops Offered in Baltimore and Towson
This Fall, Sibshops, a program just for brothers and sisters of kids with special
needs, will be offering a set of classes for kids ages 4-7 and a separate set for
those 8-13 years old. Children gather to talk about the good and not-so-good part
of having a brother or sister with special needs while they build friendships and
support one another. Kids enjoy fun high-energy games in a safe and nurturing
environment. In addition, Sibshops is a celebration of the many contributions
made by brothers and sisters.

For kids ages 4-7, classes are being held at Abilities Network/EFCR in Towson.
The cost is $30 for three sessions (scholarships available). Call 410-578-5169 or
1-800-999-9442 x5169 to register. Classes are held Saturdays on October 13, 20
and 27 from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. The sessions are open to residents of any county.
Co-sponsored by Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital and Abilities Network.

For kids ages 8-13, classes are being held at Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital
from September 22 through December 1 (alternating Saturdays). Hours are 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. and the cost is $40 for six sessions (scholarships available). Call
410-578-5169 to register. Co-Sponsored by Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital,
Abilities Network, Baltimore County Public Schools Office of Special Education
and the Baltimore County Infants and Toddlers Program.

Easter Seals and ASA Launch New Partnership
Easter Seals and the Autism Society of America (ASA) have announced a new
partnership that will address the significant needs of individuals with autism and
their families. Easter Seals, as the nation’s leading provider of services and
support for children and adults living with autism today, and ASA, as the largest
and oldest autism advocacy and family support organization in the world, bring a
unique wealth of knowledge and services to the many people, families and
professionals who face autism and its many challenges across the lifespan.

Together, these two established and grassroots organizations have crafted a
shared vision and plan to pilot programs and initiatives that will help improve the
lives of individuals living with autism. A few areas of focus include:
– Establishing a national and international network of organizations that help people

with autism to share knowledge, best practices and effective treatments
– Developing systems to improve access/delivery of local autism services
– Co-sponsoring research-based consensus conferences and promoting outcomes 
– Increasing awareness and understanding of the needs of the autism community
Says Lee Grossman, ASA president and CEO, “If we succeed, more people
with autism and the people who live with them, and the people who treat them,
will receive the services and supports they deserve.”

Partnership Project Update: A Sneak Preview of Plans for ’07-‘08
by Elisa Hartman

Director, Partnership Project of BCC-ASA and BCPS Office of Special Education
The Partnership Project Committee held its kick-off meeting for the year this July and I wanted to give readers the highlights
of our meeting. We began by reviewing the school surveys gathered this spring in which parents expressed their concerns
and suggestions around the IEP process. These surveys were completed by approximately 3% of parents with children on
the spectrum in BCPS. If you were one of those parents, we thank you for helping us identify areas for improvement. We
brainstormed possible solutions to parents’ problems and in December we will formulate a more detailed action plan using
some of those ideas.

We planned this coming year’s speaker series, and Sara Egorin-Hooper and Heather Thoms-Chesley kindly agreed to
continue co-chairing the series. The dates and topics are as follows: October 17 – The IEP Process and Parent Concerns,
November 14 – Successful Inclusion Efforts, March 12 – Preventing and Addressing Challenging Behaviors in
Children with Autism, April 16 – Advancing Social Thinking Skills with Typical Peers, and May 21 – Make and Take
Session. The October and November sessions will be held in the Oak Room at White Oak School at 7:00 p.m. while the
remainder will be at auditorium of Loch Raven High School. We are very excited to bring you this upcoming series and
speakers are already being contacted. Please be sure to check our website (www.bcc-asa.org) and future issues of the
newsletter for more details.

Thank you to the wonderful members of this committee who always come ready to offer thoughtful ideas: Sara Egorin-
Hooper, Jean Considine, Hilary Hellerbach, Helen Zinreich Shafer, P.J. Shafer, Heather Thoms-Chesley and our newest
member, Rosa Ziolkowski. These folks have volunteered their time for the last one or two years to create a thriving
partnership between Baltimore County Public Schools Office of Special Education and the BCC-ASA. If you are interested
in becoming involved, please contact Elisa Hartman at ekhartman@aol.com.



While Waiting for a Cure – Positive Behavior Support
Presented by Dr. Edward Carr

Opening Keynote Address at National ASA Conference
A Summary by Heather Thoms-Chesley

Dr. Edward Carr is the Leading Professor in the Department of Psychology at the State University of New York at Stony Brook.
Carr is internationally recognized for his research on new treatments for autism and related disabilities, and he is one of the co-
developers of the Functional Behavioral Assessment and Positive Behavior Support.
Living with Autism
While families wait for a cure, they can still have a life. There are many positive things that can happen. The problem, at present,
is that ASD has no cure. Through carefully designed support, it is possible to repair and enhance quality of life for people with
autism and their families. Remember that there are many chronic medical conditions such as arthritis and AIDS that are not curable,
yet people with these incurable diseases live their lives. Autism is not the end of living a meaningful life; it is just a different journey.
Vision
Engage in desired home and community activities with their families. We must have a vision for what we want the lives of those
affected by ASD to look like; and we must create it. These individuals can attend their neighborhood school, participate socially
with their peers, be partially or totally independent as they carry out their daily life routines, and they can seek out and maintain
employment. These individuals may require supports in order to engage in this activities, but that is fine.
For Families
Share a variety of activities together so that the family may be in a position where parents and siblings can get on with their
lives. Of course the most challenging issues that prevent these individuals from doing this are problem behaviors, skills deficits
and dysfunctional or/and unresponsive systems.

How to overcome this is – utilize home and community based strategies to address behavior and skills deficits. Techniques
that are used to address these challenges have to be in real life situations and meet the needs of the entire family, and not just
the person with ASD. Keep in mind that problem behaviors impact everyone. These strategies need to be user friendly and
sensitive to the unique family – therapists or other professionals need to personalize the strategy to the unique dynamics of the
person within the context of both home and school, where possible.

Various treatment options and different approaches need to be combined. Need to reach out to obtain support from others –
neighbors and extended family. You are all in it together. Aim to maintain hope in order to keep the energy going.
Hope
Look for life-skills teaching opportunities. They can learn colors by using red and green flash cards, but try a more “life skills”
approach – take the child out to the street and point to the traffic light – red light means can’t move off the sidewalk, green
means look both ways and then walk across the street. Both ways teach green and red – but the latter teaches life skills too.
Both are skill building with one being more realistic for sustainable independent functioning.

The Goal is a Higher Quality of Life
So, how do we deal with it? If the system is dysfunctional it will be doomed to failure. Problem contexts lead to problem behaviors.
Thus, the issue is problem contexts, not the person. For example: if someone has difficulty with sounds and the environment is
too loud, and the child bangs his head or hits the teacher, the problem lies in the loud environment and the child’s behavior is the
reaction to it. Change the environment and the behaviors are eliminated. Behaviors don’t come from out of the blue. Another
example: when an individual wants to communicate and is unable to, there will be behaviors (which is why carrying over the
communication between school and home situations is so important). Biological issues can also cause behaviors which we need
to keep in mind. Anxiety, illness, pain, hunger, thirst, side effects from medications and fatigue can all cause behaviors.

Quality of life issues affect the entire family – Applied Behavioral Analysis is great, but it is not the only thing that is needed.
We need to work with the school system, have respite available for caregivers, as well as advocacy and education for the entire
community – these kids also need to get a haircut. Families also need to get tips and strategies from parent-to-parent mentoring.
If the family is having a problem (e.g., marital issues, depression), behaviors are going to show up. By addressing the problem-
creating context in constructive and positive ways, we can reduce behaviors. The solution is to change the context if needed.

We also need to create individual communication profiles (e.g., “When she twirls her hair it means she is scared.”). Recognize
all attempts at communication. Reciprocity matters: remember, this is not a master/slave relationship – there needs to be a back
and forth, a give and take with the individual with ASD. All of us have needs and wants. If we nurture the relationship, the
maladaptive behaviors will be reduced.

Dr. Carr underscored that “People with Autism are people first and foremost.”

Remember, the poorer the communication skills, the more numerous (and sometimes more intense) the behaviors often are.
First focus on enhancing the communication deficits before the focus shifts toward the problem behavior. Enhancing
communication may dramatically reduce problem behaviors. Being unable to express wants and needs is extremely
frustrating and the function of the behavior may be to display that frustration.
Another important area to work towards is building tolerance for delayed reinforcement – we don’t always get things we want
immediately.
Make sure the person has choices – often people without choices will exhibit inappropriate behaviors.
The biggest problem in any system is TIME – the resource deficit. Everyone fails, or is away, or leaves for another job. So,
we need back-up plans built into the plan in the first place and the plan needs to be proactive, instead of reactive.

1.

2.

3.
4.
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Essay Contest Winners
Below are the Honorable Mention winners from BCC-ASA’s “How has autism affected your life?” Essay Contest. Other
winning entries appeared in the May and July 2007 editions.

Beauty’s Benefit
by Stacy Choi, Senior, Dulaney High School

I used to despise those around me with “normal” siblings. Now by “normal,” I mean having a brother or sister to play hide-and-
go-seek with, to fight with over who gets the video game controller or the last cookie in the cookie jar, things that typical siblings
do. My brother, Chris who is currently 21, is disabled with autism. He has always had a strong interest in music, so often times I
would come home to find my entire room completely unkempt and disorganized. He would rummage through all my belongings,
leave my room a mess and take my CDs. We got into many fights when I was in elementary school because I had a difficult time
accepting his disability. When I used to go out with my family, I would always catch people glaring at Chris as if he were from
another planet. But I’m sure if I was in their position and saw a six feet tall autistic boy constantly rocking back and forth, fluttering
his hands in front of his face and making peculiar noises, I would do the same. Sometimes it would really frustrate me to see their
reactions that I would have sudden urges to want to yell out “How would you like it if you were in his position?” But I knew that
many would not understand without the actual experience of living with an autistic individual. My parents had purposely sent us
to two different schools. This is because they both knew I would get furious whenever I see a schoolmate making fun of my older
brother which could have led to ultimate destruction towards my education. Even though we go to different schools, I know he
gets made fun of by people, just like the way strangers react when they pass by him in public. But through my brother’s disability,
I believe it helped me build character. I’ve grown to accept who he is along with other handicapped people. My family has been
an active member of the Korean-American Disabled Peoples Association where we engaged in many activities and meetings
with other families with disabled family members. It really opened our eyes to see beyond someone’s physical appearance,
beyond their capabilities. I believe that is why God put handicaps in our world, to better it and truly see the beauty in everyone
through them. When I see a disabled person, I see another beautiful creation by God. I am blessed to have an autistic brother
and I love him very much. I just hope that one day everyone will be able to see disabled people the way I do.

My Friend Taylor
by Sean Michael McMachan, Jr., 6th Grade, Parkville Middle School

I have a great friend. His name is Taylor and he has autism. His type of autism is called Asperger’s Syndrome. I have had a great
experience learning more and more about him and his autism. But first, let me talk about what he likes to do.

My best friend Taylor is an awesome basketball player. You should watch one of his basketball games. It is amazing watching
him drain one 3 pointer after another. I even wish I could be cool like him. His favorite thing to do is to watch NASCAR racing. He
can name every NASCAR player by memory. For example, he tells me about Tony Stewart, Jeff Gordon, Jimmy Johnson, etc. He
also likes football. Last, in everything he does, he will congratulate a person for a job well done. He will say, “Good game or nice
job.” Taylor has an amazing memory too. He can remember things that happened a long time ago. He is a great friend of mine.

Now, back to talk about Asperger’s Syndrome. Taylor, his mom, and of course a lot of other people, do walks for money so doctors
and scientists can research about all of the different types of autism. He and other people do it so scientists and all can research
more and more about autism. Like, what causes autism and is there a cure for autism. Sometimes they use the money to just
research more information about autism. Taylor doesn’t even seem like he has autism, but he does.

Taylor will cheer people up if they feel down. He will also make people laugh.
Taylor is a great friend and a great kid to learn information about stuff. I don’t care that Taylor has autism, and nobody else should.

You should treat anyone with autism, or with any other problems like you treat your friends and family who don’t have autism or
problems. Taylor is my best friend and I treat him with respect.

Taylor is my best friend, even though he has a form of autism. He is cool!

Autism
by Lucy Gussio, 1st Grade, Carroll Manor Elementary School

How autism affected my life is my brother always talks to himself, he wanders away a lot, he can be embarrassing a lot, he
always wants his way, he lets me play with his stuff a lot, he always fights with my other brother Gino, he walks on his tiptoes,
he can never put his feet on the ground all the way. He hates dogs, he loves cats, he thinks tutus are carousels, once he rode
his bike in the middle of my brother’s baseball game. He’s very nice and I love him.

My Friend Andrew
by Kassidy Kate Shanahan, 5th Grade, Middleborough Elementary

I have a friend named Andrew, he has autism. I met him in the 2nd grade and have been friends ever since. I sit next to him in
most of my subjects. I help him when he doesn’t understand the directions or when he needs help with his clarinet notes in music
class. I never had a friend who has autism. I did not understand what autism was until I met Andrew. Andrew has a problem in
his brain which makes it difficult for him to communicate with other people. Sometimes when Andrew gets upset, his face gets
red and he throws a tantrum. When that happens, I tell him not to be upset and that everything is going to be alright. I help him
calm down and when that happens, Andrew will look at me and tell me he feels better now. Sometimes kids will tease Andrew
and make fun of him. It’s not because they are trying to be mean, they just don’t understand that he is different. Andrew is a very
special friend. I hope we get to go to the same school next year, but if we don’t, I will miss him so much.

Sincerely, Kassidy Shanahan
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Rolling Access Funds: Providers Who Work with School Age Children in Baltimore County
by Tracy Fry

Since I have spent a lot of time researching and pursuing rolling access funds, I decided to share what I have learned thus far
about the different providers. I hope that sharing what I’ve learned with other parents will help streamline the whole process for
everyone: parent and provider alike.

When I reached the decision to write something up, I called some of the various providers back to see what it was they wanted
parents to know. The following is what they wanted me to share with you as well as my own impressions of the kind of people
that wind up in this particular field and the demands they face in this line of work.

Each and every one of the people I have spoken with is someone who wants to make a difference in the lives of people with
special needs and their families. They do the best they can with extremely limited resources. They all wish that they had a larger
budget with which to be able to do greater amounts of good. They are faced with sometimes having to turn down needy families
or not being able to give as much as they would like because they simply cannot service all the need that is out there.
Unfortunately they must also be on the look out for fraud. Although the funding the providers have is to be given to assist with
the expenses of people with special needs, this is not an entitlement service. These people will also lend an understanding ear,
be the voice of experience and are happy to provide valuable advice to parents seeking assistance.

Recently, the amount of money that can be awarded within a year has been increased from $2,000 to $3,000 minus any
administrative fees. Unfortunately, parents who may have had no idea how much, if any, assistance they could reasonably
expect may be given the wrong impression when hearing numbers like these. While the amount the providers are allowed to
award in a year has increased, unfortunately the providers have not actually been given any more money. So what benefit is
there to increasing the amount of money that can be awarded? Well, now the providers are able to better assist with more
expensive needs such as the purchase of an electronic communications device.

If your child is currently living at home and is being serviced by DDA through in-home supports, they are not eligible for rolling
access funds.

Anyhow, I hope this brief bit of insight is helpful. Now on to more information about how the different providers work: 

Abilities Network, 8503 La Salle Rd., Towson, MD 21286
Contact person: Sarah Pinsker 410-828-7700 x1259
Fax: 410-828-7708
You will do an initial phone application that will take 5 to 10 minutes and then your application will be given to the Regional
Associate for your county for review. If your phone application is approved, you will receive a call from the Regional Associate
and an intake will be scheduled. During the intake you will complete paperwork and will need to provide documentation of
disability such as a doctor’s diagnosis or the first page of an IEP.

You will be asked for an invoice for the item or service for which you are requesting assistance. If you do not have an invoice,
be prepared to give the vendor’s information to Abilities Network so that they can contact the vendor directly. After Abilities
Network has received the invoice, they will send the vendor a third-party check. It can take up to three weeks for the vendor to
receive payment.

Abilities Network looks at applications on a bi-weekly basis so if you are not approved initially, you can check back with them.
Once funding becomes available they will inform you how much they have agreed to pay each vendor, and will schedule a visit
to meet with you in your home. Applicants are given money once a fiscal year.

Alliance Inc., 7701 Wise Ave., Baltimore, MD 21222
Contacts: Darlene Anderson 410-282-5900 x3015 (Darlene works M-W 7:30-3:30)

Vendetta Pearson-Knight 410-282-5900 x3061
Fax: 410-282-6127 (attn: Darlene Anderson)
After contacting them, an application will be sent to you to fill out. This will be returned to them along with documentation of
disability and copies of expenses with which you are seeking assistance. If funding is available, vendors will need to submit a
bill or invoice for the pre-approved dates and number of hours of service. Alliance will then send the vendors third-party checks.

You may reapply for further assistance quarterly: April, July, September, and December.

Athelas Institute Inc. 
Contact Person: Diane LaSov 410-964-1241 x113
This provider has very limited funding available. Applicants need to call in mid to late June whereupon they will be placed on a
list. If funding is available to them, they will be sent an application to fill out. After the application and receipts for the services
for which the applicant is requesting assistance are returned to Athelas, they will send a check directly to the family.

Chimes Inc.
4814 Seton Dr., Baltimore, MD 21215
Contact person: John McSweeney 410-358-6400
Fax 410-358-0467
The interview is conducted over the phone. In some cases a home visit may be required. Applicants will need to do a brief write-
up that will include county, DOB, description of disability and the need for which they are requesting funding. If funds are
available, the applicant will need the vendor to submit an invoice to Chimes whereupon Chimes will then write a third- party
check to the vendor. Rolling access funds are limited and it is best to contact this provider as early as possible in the fiscal year
(which begins July 1) as possible. (continued on Page 8)
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Rolling Access Fund Providers (cont. from Page 7)

Creative Options, Baltimore, MD
Contact person: Tim Reihl  410-780-4095 x201
Fax 410-780-5907
The interview is done over the phone and there is no paperwork to be filled
out. Proof of disability as well as copies of expenses and bills with which
the applicant is seeking assistance will need to be sent to Creative
Options. If funding is available, the vendor will need to submit a bill or
invoice for the pre-approved amount to Creative Options who will then
send the vendors a third-party check.

You may reapply for further assistance – there is no set schedule as it
is all dependent on when funds are available.

Kennedy Krieger Institute-PACT, 7000 Tudsbury Rd., Baltimore, MD
21244
Contact person: Judi Atkinson 410-298-3947
Fax 410-298-9288
There are three requirements for assistance: 
1. The child is living in the home and is between the ages of birth and 21
2. Child is diagnosed with a developmental disability
3. You live in Baltimore County, Baltimore City or Anne Arundel County
There is no application to fill out and the interview is conducted over the
phone. You will need to send documentation of disability as well as
documentation of needs. Documentation of needs can be copies of
receipts, bills, estimates and registration forms. Acheck for the pre-agreed-
upon amount will be sent directly to the parents, legal guardian or vendor.

Funds can be distributed only once a fiscal year (July 1 of current year -
June 30 of following year). If funds are not available, you may re-apply
when funds are deemed to be available again. They do not take
reservations.

Penn Mar Organization, 310 Old Freeland Rd., Freeland, MD 21053
Contact Person: Stacy Hieber 410-343-1069 x238
Fax 410-343-2112
This provider has very limited funds that are usually gone early in the fiscal
year. They do a phone interview and if funds are available the provider will
ask for documentation verifying that the applicant is in the DDA system.
The applicant will need to have the vendor submit a receipt, and then the
provider will issue a third-party check directly to the vendor.

The Arc of Baltimore, 7215 York Rd., Baltimore, MD 21212-1552
Contact person: Diana Morgan 410-296-2273
Fax 410-296-4285
Application is done via phone interview. You will then need to send
documentation of disability as well as copies of bills etc. to specify for what
you are seeking assistance. No paperwork from vendors is needed, and a
check for the pre-agreed-upon amount will be sent directly to the parents
or legal guardian.

You may reapply for further assistance quarterly in the months of April,
July, September and December.

Department of Health of Developmental Disabilities
Contact person: John Stallard 410-887-3740
This money is not considered part of rolling access because it actually
comes from a grant from DHMH, Office for Genetics and Children with
Special Health Care Needs. This money is for respite care only. All clients
must be Baltimore County residents, under the age of 21, and
developmentally disabled or suffering from a special health care need.
Staff will need to make a home visit to evaluate the client’s needs to assess
other services available to the client. If funding is available, staff will pre-
approve a certain number of hours of respite care at a pre-approved rate.
The person providing the respite care will submit a bill directly to the
Department of Health who will then issue a third party check. The grant
also allows for payment for camp.
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THE RESOURCE CORNER
by Elisa Hartman

Director, Partnership Project of BCC-ASA and
BCPS Office of Special Education

Free or Low-Cost Assistance for
Special Education Disputes
Several organizations in Maryland offer legal
representation and advice on special education
disputes, according to a parents’ ability to pay.
Most of these organizations can let you know over
the phone whether you qualify for free or low-cost
assistance based on your income. The Maryland
Disability Law Center (MDLC) has telephone
intake coordinators available Monday, Wednesday
and Thursdays, from 10 a.m. until noon. Call 410-
727-6352 and ask for Education Intake. The
center is located at 1800 North Charles Street,
Suite 400 in Baltimore. The website is
www.mdlcbalto.org. The Maryland Coalition for
Inclusive Education (MCIE) provides legal
representation and advice for parents seeking the
Least Restrictive Environment for their child. MCIE
often helps parents move their children from
excessively restrictive environments and place
them in their home schools. They use a sliding
scale fee structure. Call them at 410-859-5400,
ext. 105. Their website is www.mcie.org. Another
resource, the Legal Aid Bureau, has separate
offices all over the state. The Baltimore office is at
500 East Lexington Street, phone 410-951-7777.

The University of Maryland Clinical Law Office
also provides assistance with special education
cases. Law students, under the direction of
Professor Susan Leviton, accept cases through
the clinic at 410-706-3295. Web site is
www.law.umaryland.edu.

The Parents’ Place of Maryland (410-768-
9100) will provide a record review and advice
over the phone. They will occasionally send an
advocate to an IEP meeting, but their main
purpose is to help parents become better
advocates themselves. They will read through
evaluations and IEP’s and offer suggestions as
needed. They serve all of Maryland.

Project HEAL is a legal resource available to
families that receive continuing care from
Kennedy Krieger or Johns Hopkins. Maureen
van Stone, Esq., can be reached at KKI at 443-
923-4416, and Hope Tipton, Esq. at Johns
Hopkins Children’s Center at 410-502-0058.

For the Md. State Dept. of Education’s complete
list of free or low-cost legal resources, visit
www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE. Along the
top menu bar, find Divisions and select the Special
Education and Early Intervention division from the
pop-up menu. The new window will have a gray
bar on the right titled Branches. Select Complaint
Investigation and Due Process Branch, then in the
next window, click on the Listing of Free or Low-
Cost Assistance for Special Education Disputes.

Contact your school system’s local parent
resource center to inquire about further services
that may be available to parents.



Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Telephone: E-mail:
Child’s Name: Child’s Birthday:
Child’s School or Program (Optional):
Would you prefer to receive the chapter newsletter:

By U.S. mail?         By e-mail?        Both? 
Additional donation to BCC-ASA:

MEMBERSHIP FORM
AUTISM SOCIETY OF AMERICA

FROM: Baltimore/Chesapeake Chapter
Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

CIRCLE ONE:
Family: $40.00
Individual: $30.00
Student: $15.00
Professional: $100.00

Mail to: Autism Society of America, P. O. Box 96223, Washington, DC 20090-6223
Remit payment with this form

MEMBERSHIP FORM
BALTIMORE-CHESAPEAKE CHAPTER ASA

MEMBERSHIP FEE: $10.00

CIRCLE ONE:
Individual with Autism
Family
Professional
Student

Make checks payable to BCC-ASA and mail to:
BCC-ASA,  P.O. Box 10822, Baltimore, MD 21234

Please note:
BCC-ASA does not
share information on
our members with any
other organization.
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Monday, September 10, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Special Education Citizens’ Advisory Committee
Monthly meetings throughout the school year are held in
Room 114 of the ESS Building on the Balto. County Board
of Education’s Greenwood campus. For more info, contact
Jan Thomas at 410-560-2613 or jan560@comcast.net.

Tuesday, September 18, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Baltimore County ABA/Verbal Behavior Interest Group
Location: Hope Presbyterian Church, Maiden Choice, MD.
For more information, see the group’s flyer on the BCC-ASA
website at www.bcc-asa.org/VBIG.pdf.

Monday, October 1
Communication and Learning in the Classroom:
Systems and Supports for Students with Limited/No
Speech or Other Significant Disabilities
Sponsored by the Md. Coalition for Inclusive Education, this
workshop will provide a foundation and direction for the design
and use of Augmentative and Alternative Communication
(AAC) systems. Instructor: Michael McSheehan, Clinical
Assistant Professor, Communication Science & Disorders,
Univ. of New Hampshire. For more info: www.mcie.org.
Monday & Tuesday, October 22-23, 8:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Autism: Early Detection and Intervention in Infants and
Young Children – From Neuroscience to Intervention
Sponsored by Kennedy Krieger’s Center for Autism and
Related Disorders. Speakers: Drs. Audrey Thurm, Martha
Herbert, Paul Law, Rebecca Landa and Ann Kaiser. Sheppard
Pratt Conference Center. Cost: Professionals: 1 day - $175, 2
days - $325; Families, students, KKI employees: 1 day - $110,
2 days - $220. 443-923-7680 or www.card.kennedykrieger.org.

Tuesday, October 23, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Biomedical Interventions with Autism
Sponsored by Jewish Family Services. Presenter: Dr.
Richard Layton, Pediatrician. Location: Jewish Family
Services, 6 Park Center Court, Suite 203, McDonough
Crossroads, Owings Mills. Cost: Free, but pre-registration
requested by October 16. For more information, call Ilene
Devorah, MSW, at 410-843-7381.

Tuesday & Wednesday, November 13-14,
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Teaching Verbal Behavior In the Intensive Teaching
Environment
Presented by Establishing Operations, Inc. Speakers:
Holly Kibbe, MS, BCBA and Cherish Twigg, MS, BCBA.
Location: The Arc of Montgomery County, Rockville. Cost:
$425. For more information, call Nikia Dower at 703-618-
2272 or go to www.establishingoperationsinc.com.

Monday, November 19, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Understanding Sexuality and Instruction about
Sexuality for Learners with ASD and Other
Developmental Disabilities
Sponsored by Jewish Family Services. Presenter: Dr.
Peter Gerhardt, Ed.d., President of the Organization for
Autism Research. Location: Jewish Community Services
Building, Room 124, 5750 Park Heights Avenue,
Baltimore. Cost: Free, but pre-registration requested by
November 9. For more information, call Ilene Devorah,
MSW, at 410-843-7381.
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Support Group Meeting
The next support group meeting will be Thursday,
September 6 at 7:00 p.m. at Mount Washington
Pediatric Hospital. The support group meets on the
first Thursday of every month.

Directions to Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital:
From North of Baltimore:
Take the Beltway (I-695) to the Jones Falls Expressway
(I-83) south. From I-83, take the Northern Parkway exit,
10B West. Make a right turn off the exit ramp and make
an immediate right turn onto West Rogers Ave. (the first
street off the exit ramp). Go north on West Rogers Ave.;
the hospital is on the right.
From Baltimore and South:
Take the Jones Falls Expressway (I-83) north to the
second Northern Parkway exit, 10B West. Turn right
onto West Rogers Ave. (the first street off the exit
ramp). Go north on West Rogers Ave.; the hospital is
on the right.
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