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The Presidentôs Communication 
By Heather Thoms-Chesley 

T hank you to all those who have mailed in their dues payments.  We appreciate your 

support of the work that the Chapter does in our community.  For those who have not 

yet done so, there is no deadline for returning your dues payment.  You probably noticed 

that the dues were not raised to $15, as we published in the last newsletter.  After more 

discussion, the board felt it was important to leave the dues rate at the previous level of 

$10.  You can choose to send additional funds in at the time of your renewal.  We use the 

funds to support the outreach of our chapter. 

We hope that you will be able to attend our annual family picnic at Cascade Lake on Sun-

day, June 28th.  It is always so much fun for the entire family.  See the flyer on page 11 for 

all the details.  Remember, the picnic is free to our members.  Please tell the front gate 

staff that you are with BCC-ASA and we will cover your entrance fee.  With summer right 

around the corner, I would like to remind families that we will still be holding our support 

group meetings at Mount Washington Pediatric Hospital in June, July and August. 

 At our Annual meeting on May 7th we will elect a new board of officers for the year.  If you are not able 

to attend you may send in your proxy vote in order to be counted.  The upcoming board is full of enthusiastic 

people who will continue to propel BCC-ASA into the future.  They will work hard to improve the lives of 

those affected by Autism in the Baltimore area.  If you have projects that you feel we should work on, please 

share your ideas.  You can e-mail suggestions to questions@bcc-asa.org.  Additionally, at the Annual meet-

ing we will be hearing people read their submissions from this yearôs Essay Contest.  This meeting is always 

so powerful and moving - we hope you can attend.  Look for the winning submissions in future issues of our 

newsletter, too. 

 As I write this I am at a loss for words.  This is my final submission to the Presidentôs Communication - 

my term has come to an end.  I reflect back on the past three years with awe at the hard work and dedication 

of my fellow board members.  We have worked together to help the Chapter evolve into a stronger, more vig-

orous group.  We worked very hard at improving the functioning of the board and improving the support and 

social events that we offer.  The newsletter has expanded, we started the Partnership Project with Baltimore 

County Public Schools and we have just created a new brochure.  We are a very sound Chapter.  We continue 

to offer scholarships for membership and for conference attendance.  I am sure that the future will offer us 

many other opportunities for expansion and change.  I am proud to have been part of this very dynamic 

board:  we all worked hard together.  And, together we improve lives.  Hereôs to being Past ï President, to 

seeing you at the movies, the Annual Picnic or at a support group meeting.  I have been honored to serve the 

Autism community over the past years; I will continue to volunteer my time and my dedication . . .  

Thanks for being part of it with me! 
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The purpose of this newsletter is to provide information regarding Autism, Aspergerôs Syndrome and related disorders. 

We do not necessarily endorse the information printed in this newsletter. 
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Calendar of Events 

National ASA Options Policy . . . 

Just a reminder that BCC-ASA adheres to the ASA options policy that states no single type of program or service 

will fill the needs of every individual with autism and that each person should have access to support services. At the 

very core of parent choice philosophy is the belief that no single program or treatment will benefit all individuals 

with autism.  Providing information and education to help in decision-making are more highly regarded at ASA than 

is advocating for one particular theory or philosophy. 

The BCC-ASA News 

May/June 2009 

May 6 & 7 World of Possibilities Expo, Timonium 

May 6 Understanding How High School Assessments & Graduation 

Requirements Affect Students with Disabilities in Maryland, 

Baltimore, 7:00 p.m. 

May 7 BCC-ASA Annual Meeting, Mt. Washington Pediatric 

Hospital, 7:00 p.m. 

May 11 Baltimore County SECAC, Topic:  Health Education, Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

May 12 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG), Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

May 16 Living With Autism Community Forum, Silver Spring, 2:00 p.m. 

May 19 POAC of Central Maryland, Speaker:  Leslie Margolis, Hunt Valley, 7:00 p.m. 

May 20 Partnership Project Speaker Series:  Educating Typical Peers, Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

May 20 Baltimore City Special Education Citizensô Advisory Committee, Baltimore, 

6:30 p.m. 

May 23 Sensory-Friendly Film:  Night at the Museum:  Battle of the Smithsonian, 

White Marsh and Columbia, 10:00 a.m. 

May 27 Including All Children ï Suggestions for Parents and Providers, Towson, 6:30 p.m. 

May 27 Living with Your Disabled Child:  a Survival Guide for Parents, Lutherville, 

7:00 p.m. 

June 1 Baltimore County SECAC, Planning Meeting, Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

June 4 BCC-ASA Support Group, 7:00 p.m. 

June 9 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG), Parents as Job Developers, Towson, 

7:00 p.m. 

June 14 Family Fun Day, Reisterstown, 12:30 p.m. 

June 16 POAC of Central Maryland, Hunt Valley, 7:00 p.m. 

June 17 Baltimore City Special Education Citizensô Advisory Committee, Baltimore, 

6:30 p.m. 

June 28 BCC-ASA Annual Picnic, Hampstead, 12:00 p.m. 

July 2 BCC-ASA Support Group, 7:00 p.m. 
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 Calendar Close-Up 
 

 A New BCC-ASA Year Begins . . . 
 

 May 7th Support Group Meeting - Our Annual Meeting 

 

Come enjoy some socializing, help elect a new board of directors, hear the ñState of the Chapterò 

report from outgoing President, Heather Thoms-Chesley, enjoy some yummy snacks and be inspired 

and touched by the How has Autism Affected Your Life Essay Contest winners.  Please join us as we 

welcome these talented individuals and listen to them read from their compositions.  You can also re-

new your membership and pick up your free autism awareness car magnet or cloisonn® pin as a ñthank 

you.ò  You can do it all at our Annual Meeting on May 7th.  See you there! 

 

June 4th Support Group Meeting 
 

This will be our ñstandardò support group meeting.  We will share our successes and our challenges, get 

some helpful advice (and even give some if we can), and be reminded that we arenôt alone in dealing 

with autism.  There will be a break-out session for parents of newly-diagnosed children as well.  And, 

as always, the lending library will be open, our photo board will be on display (maybe this will be the 

month you finally remember to bring in that adorable photo of your loved one to put up on the board!), 

lots of literature will be available to bring home and there will be some light refreshments to keep you 

sustained at the end of a long day . . . 

 

2008-2009 Partnership Project Speaker Series Continues . . . 
 

May 20th the series concludes with Educating Typical Peers which will be held at the Ridge Ruxton 

School at 6916 Charles Street.  See flyer on Page 9 for details..  If you have questions you would like 

to see addressed by the teen panel, please send them along with your RSVPs so we can be sure to get 

them answered at the presentation. 

 

Upcoming AARG! Meetings 
 

The next meeting of the Adult Autism Resource Group will be on Tuesday, May 12th from 7:00 to 

9:00 p.m.  AARG, a sub-group of BCC-ASA, meets the second Tuesday of every month at the home of 

Ellen Feifarek to work on issues that concern adults and transition-age youth with autism.  Call Ellen at 

410-583-7633 during daytime hours if you plan to attend. 
 

On Tuesday, June 9th, George Tilson, Ed.D., Senior Vice President of TransCen, will talk with this 

group about Parents as Job Developers. 



DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS . . .  
(ABOUT THE CALENDAR ITEMS) 

Wednesday, May 6, 7:00 ï 8:30 p.m. 

Understanding How High School Assessments & Graduation Requirements Affect Students 

with Disabilities in Maryland 
Presented by Kennedy Krieger Institute.  For more information and to register:  Jenny Jones, 

443-923-2790, resourcefinder@kennedykrieger.org. 
 

Wednesday and Thursday, May 6 & 7, 10:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m. 

World of Possibilities Expo 

Presented by Caring Communities, Inc.  Location:  Maryland State Fairgrounds, Timonium.  Cost:  $3, or free 

with expo pass available from website.  For more information:  1-866-227-4644 or 

www.caringcommunities.org. 
 

Monday, May 11, 7:00 ï 9:00 p.m. 

Baltimore County Special Education Citizensô Advisory Committee Meeting 

Topic:  Health Education for Students with Disabilities.  Monthly meetings throughout the school year are held 

in Room 114 of the ESS Building, located on the Baltimore County Board of Educationôs Greenwood campus, 

6901 Charles Street, Towson.  For more information:  Mary Baskar, 410-453-6644. 
 

Saturday, May 16, 2:00 ï 4:00 p.m. 

Easter Seals ñLiving With Autismò Community Forum 

Presented by Easter Seals, the Autism Society of America and MassMutual Financial Group.  Topics include a 

discussion of the findings of the ñLiving with Autismò study, information about key advocacy issues, local re-

sources and special needs financial planning.  In addition, there will be a question & answer session as well as 

general discussion.  A light snack and beverage will be provided.  Location:  Easter Seals Harry and Jeanette 

Weinberg Inter-Generational Center, 1420 Spring Street, Silver Spring.  No cost, but reservations requested.  

For more information and to register:  Annie Eddey, 301-920-9702. 
 

Tuesday, May 19, 7:00 ï 8:30 p.m. 

When Do You Need an Attorney? 

Parents of Autistic Children of Central Maryland Meeting (NOTE NEW LOCATION !) 

Speaker:  Leslie Margolis, Maryland Law Center.  POAC of Central Maryland is a training, support and advo-

cacy resource for families regarding Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) programs for children with autism.  

Monthly meetings to discuss parentsô experiences creating and funding ABA programs, to share strategies and 

resources and to advocate together for needed services.  Location:  The Trellis School, 100 Lakefront Drive, 

Hunt Valley.  For directions and more information:  http://poacofcentralmd.org  
 

Wednesday, May 20, 7:00 p.m. 

Partnership Project Speaker Series:  Educating Typical Peers 

See flyer on page 9 for details. 
 

Wednesday, May 20, 6:30 ï 8:00 p.m. 

Baltimore City Special Education Citizensô Advisory Committee Meeting 

Monthly meetings throughout the school year.  Location of May meeting:  Claremont High School, 5301 

Erdman Avenue, Baltimore  21205.  For more information:  Wendy Foy, Chair, SECAC at 

fox_foy@yahoo.com. 
 

Saturday, May 23, 10:00 a.m. 

ASA/AMC Entertainment Sensory Friendly Film 

Night at the Museum:  Battle of the Smithsonian.  Rated PG-13.  See page 10 for details. 

mailto:resourcefinder@kennedykrieger.org
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Details, Details, Details . . .  continued 
 

Wednesday, May 27, 6:30 ï 8:00 p.m. 

Including All Children ï Suggestions for Parents and Providers 

Sponsored by Abilities Network Project ACT (All Children Together) and the Family Empowerment Net-

work.  Learn ways parents and providers can promote inclusive practices in childcare, early intervention and 

public education.  Participate in a panel discussion with experts from Infants and Toddlers, Early Childhood 

Mental Heath, PACT, Port Discovery, etc.  There will be vendors, community agencies and a raffle.  Loca-

tion:  Abilities Networkôs Training Institute, 8503 LaSalle Road, Towson.  No cost, but RSVPôs are neces-

sary.  For more information and to register:  Sarah Pinsker, 410-828-7700x1259 or spin-

sker@abilitiesnetwork.org. 
 

Wednesday, May 27, 7:00 ï 9:00 p.m. 

Living with Your Disabled Child:  a Survival Guide for Parents 

Speaker Kathy Lumsden will talk about the unique social and emotional landscapes challenged families must 

navigate.  She will provide assistance in identifying and meeting caregiversô needs in ways that will benefit 

the entire family.  Location:  St. Paulôs Evangelical Lutheran Church, Spangler Hall, 1609 Kurtz Avenue, 

Lutherville.  Cost:  $15 per family.  To register (by May 22, please):  410-583-4670. 
 

Monday, June 1, 7:00 ï 9:00 p.m. 

Baltimore County Special Education Citizensô Advisory Committee Meeting 

Topic:  Planning Meeting.  See May 11th for details. 
 

                        Sunday, June 14, 12:30 ï 3:00 p.m. 

                           Family Fun Day 

                    Sponsored by the HUGS disability ministry of LifePoint Church for the disability community  

                          and their families.  Come and enjoy an afternoon of good old fashioned outdoor fun, with a  

moon bounce, face painting, dunking booth and other activities.  Refreshments will be available for a nomi-

nal cost.  Location:  LifePoint Church, 1701 Emory Road, Reisterstown.  Pre-registration is required.  Regis-

ter on-line at www.lifepointchurch.us, or contact sandymccann@lifepointchurch.us. 
 

Wednesday, June 17, 6:30 ï 8:00 p.m. 

Baltimore City Special Education Citizensô Advisory Committee Meeting 

Monthly meetings throughout the school year.  Location of June meeting:  Brehms Lane Elementary, 3536 

Brehms Lane, Baltimore  21213.  For more information:  Wendy Foy, Chair, SECAC at 

fox_foy@yahoo.com. 
 

Sunday, June 28, 12:00 ï 4:00 p.m. 

BCC-ASA Annual Family Picnic at Cascade Lake 

See flyer on page 11 for details. 

BCC-ASA would like to extend a warm thank you to Diane 

Giles Franckowiak and Bailey Neville.  On April 2nd, in 

an effort to raise awareness for autism, they hosted a Happy 

Hour fundraiser at the restaurant and bar, Saute, in Canton.  

A portion of the proceeds from the evening was donated to 

the BCC-ASA and we wish to express our gratitude to 

Diane, Bailey, their friends and family and the staff and 

owners of Saute for all of their generosity.  Thank you! 
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MedicAlert ® + Safe and Sound® Program offered by ASA 
 

To advance the safety and well-being of people on the autism spectrum, MedicA-

lert and the Autism Society of America (ASA) have joined together to offer the 

new and enhanced MedicAlert® + Safe and Sound® program.  Working together, 

MedicAlert and ASA will protect individuals on the autism spectrum in times of 

medical emergencies and advocate on their behalf.  MedicAlert will contribute a portion of the revenues 

from the program to ASA for education and outreach activities. 
 

MedicAlertôs program provides 24-hour emergency identification and family notification services that 

safeguard and identify members in an emergency.  With a single phone call, emergency responders can 

talk with a representative to access medical history and records, reuniting members with their loved 

ones and protecting them against situations such as allergic reactions to food or medications.  Each per-

son who becomes a member of the MedicAlert® + Safe and Sound® program will receive the full sup-

port of our specially trained emergency contact center staff that is available to speak for an individual 

when necessary.  During an emergency, first responders can call our 24-hour toll-free hotline, which is 

answered by MedicAlert staff that identify and relay all pertinent health record information to qualified 

emergency personnel when the individual involved in an incident cannot speak for themselves.  To 

make first responders aware of the service, a personalized medical identification shoe tag and an emer-

gency wallet card that identifies the member are provided.  Both contain the memberôs personal identifi-

cation number, any life-threatening allergy or medical condition(s), and our toll-free 24-hour emergency 

response center hotline. 
 

The MedicAlert® + Safe and Sound® program also ensures that designated family members or caregiv-

ers are notified if a person requires emergency medical treatment in a caregiverôs absence.  Through the 

program, parents and caregivers have the reassurance that any time a loved one wearing a MedicAlert 

ID has been located or rescued, MedicAlert will contact them immediately. 
 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP INCLUDE: 

¶ 24-Hour Emergency Response Center ï available to answer the call if the individual 

with autism is unable to speak for themselves. 

¶ Identification ï necessary if the individual gets lost, becomes confused, or is uncon-

scious 

¶ Family Notification ï critical so an individual on the autism spectrum is not alone or 

unable to provide needed information to those attempting to help in an emergency 

¶ Access to Vital Medical Information ï important in an emergency so responders get the 

vital information they need to give the best response possible 
 

For more information and to enroll in the MedicAlert® + Safe and Sound® program, please visit 

www.medicalert.org/ASA or call 1-800-527-2725. 

 

BCC-ASA EXTENDS OUR HEARTFELT THANKS TO THESE RECENT DONORS 

In Memory of Marjean Funn  
 

Jose & Stella Diaz  

Darby Anderson 

Jean Brooks 

Ellen and James Buckler 

Sabrina Smith 

http://www.medicalert.org/ASA

