
Family Night Out at Outback 

The Savick family enjoys a rare restaurant 

visit thanks to the outreach of the 

Owings Mills Outback Steakhouse 

Annual Cascade Lake Picnic 

ASBC Board member Carol Brown and 

her son Curtis enjoy a day at the lake cour-

tesy of the Autism Society 

Buck Fowlerôs Tavern Holds Gong Show 

 to Benefit ASBC 
 

Buck Fowlerôs Tavern held itôs annual Gong 

Show in memory of Charles J. Fowler, Jr., and 

generously donated the proceeds to the Au-

tism Society.  Check out Jake DeAngelis as 

Paul McCartney! (in blue) 
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July 17 ASA/AMC Sensory Friendly Film:  Despicable Me,  

White Marsh, 10:00 a.m. 

July 29 Family Dining Night at Bill Batemanôs Bistro, Towson 

July 31 Tomôs Sports Tavern ASBC Benefit, Randallstown, 2:00 p.m. - Midnight 

August 2-6 Lose the Training Wheels Bike Camp, Owings Mills 

August 4 Arc of Baltimore Moms Support Group, Towson, 6:30 p.m. 

August 5 BCC-ASA Support Group, Mt. Washington, 7:00 p.m. 

August 7 ASA/AMC Sensory Friendly Film:  Cats & Dogs:  The Revenge of Kitty Galore,  

White Marsh, 10:00 a.m. 

August 12 The 6th Branch Fundraising Kickoff, Baltimore, 6:00 p.m. 

August 19 Guy Talk Pot Luck, Towson, 6:30 p.m. 

September 1 Arc of Baltimore Moms Support Group, Towson, 6:30 p.m. 

September 2 BCC-ASA Support Group, Topic:  Back to School Tips and Dealing with Anxiety, 

Mt. Washington, 7:00 p.m. 

September 11 Adult Issues Workshop:  Employment, Columbia, 8:30am 

September 14 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG), Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

September 16 Guy Talk Pot Luck, Towson, 6:30 p.m. 

September 17 First Annual ASBC Golf Tournament, Littlestown, PA, 7:30 a.m. 

September 19 Walkabout Abilities Walk, Towson, 8:30 a.m. 

 

For updated events information, visit the BCC-ASA calendar at www.bcc-asa.org 

Calendar of Events 

The purpose of this newsletter is to provide information regarding Autism, Aspergerôs Syndrome and related disorders. 

We do not necessarily endorse the information printed in this newsletter. 

 Calendar Close-up 
 

 

August 5th Support Group Meeting 
 

This will be one of our ñstandardò support group meetings.  We will share our successes and 

our challenges, get some helpful advice (and even give some if we can), and be reminded that we arenôt 

alone in dealing with autism.  There will be a break-out session for parents of newly-diagnosed children 

as well.  And, as always, the lending library will be open, our photo board will be on display, lots of lit-

erature will be available to bring home and there will be some light refreshments to keep you sustained at 

the end of a long day . . . 
 

September 2nd Support Group Meeting 
 

Topic:  Back to School Tips and Dealing with Anxiety.  Join us as we focus on these common 

ñSeptemberò issues.  Hear how you can ease the transition from your childôs summer routine to his 

school routine, and how to deal with some of the challenges that may already have arisen.  Anxiety is a 

frequently-experienced emotion for many of our children (and for many of us!).  Get pointers on how to 

cope with anxiety and to lessen its impact on our day-to-day lives. 

http://www.bcc-asa.org


 

Saturday, July 17, 10:00 a.m. 

ASA/AMC Entertainment Sensory Friendly Film 

White Marsh AMC  

Despicable Me.  Animated movie about a trio of orphan girls who cause the normally deplorable Gru to 

rethink his plan to steal the moon.  With the voices of Steve Carell, Russell Brand and Julie Andrews.  

Rated PG for rude humor and mild action.  See flyer on Page 11. 
 

Thursday, July 29 

Family Autism Dining Night at Bill Batemanôs Bistro of Towson 

See Page 12 for details. 
 

Saturday, July 31, 2:00 p.m.- Midnight  

ASBC Benefit at Tomôs Sports Tavern 

See Page 8 for details about this exciting new event. 
 

Monday - Friday, August 2 - 6 

Lose the Training Wheels Bike Camp 

See Page 12 for details. 
 

Wednesday, August 4, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Arc of Baltimore Moms Support Group 

A support group for moms only with discussion of the challenges and joys of having a child with a devel-

opmental disability.  Please bring food to share.  Meets the first Wednesday of every month.  Location:  

The Arc of Baltimore, 7215 York Road, Towson.  For more information:  Dianna Morgan at 410-296-

2272x5347 or visit www.arcofbaltimore.org. 
 

Saturday, August 7, 10:00 a.m. 

ASA/AMC Entertainment Sensory Friendly Film 

White Marsh AMC  

Cats & Dogs:  The Revenge of Kitty Galore.  The ongoing war between the canine and 

feline species is put on hold when they join forces to thwart a rogue cat spy with her own 

sinister plans for conquest.  With Christina Applegate and Neil Patrick Harris and the voices of 

Sean Hayes and Bette Midler.  Rated PG for animal action and humor. 
 

Thursday, August 12, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

The 6th Branch Fundraising Kickoff  

See article on Page 10 for details about this unique event. 

DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS . . .  
(ABOUT THE CALENDAR ITEMS) 

Autism Societyôs Options Policy . . . 

Just a reminder that the Autism Society of Baltimore-Chesapeake adheres to the Autism Societyôs op-

tions policy that states no single type of program or service will fill the needs of every individual with 

autism and that each person should have access to support services. At the very core of parent choice 

philosophy is the belief that no single program or treatment will benefit all individuals with autism.  

Providing information and education to help in decision-making are more highly regarded at the AS 

than is advocating for one particular theory or philosophy. 

http://www.arcofbaltimore.org


Thursday, August 19, 6:30 p.m. 

Arc of Baltimore Guy Talk Pot Luck Dinner  

A support group for dads only with discussion of the challenges and joys of having a child with a develop-

mental disability.  Meets the third Thursday of every month.  Location:  The Arc of Baltimore, 7215 York 

Road, Towson.  For more information contact Dorothea Nikas at 410-296-2272 ext.5349 or visit 

www.arcofbaltimore.org. 
 

Wednesday, September 1, 6:30 p.m. 

Arc of Baltimore Moms Support Group 

See August 4th listing for details. 
 

Saturday, September 11, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Adult Issues Workshop Series:  Employment 

Sponsored by Pathfinders for Autism and the Howard County Autism Society.  A new workshop series 

focused on issues that affect adults with Autism.  September 11th Speakers:  William Stillman and Sherry 

Moyer.  Location:  The Bain Center, Columbia.  Cost:  Free, but registration is required.  For more infor-

mation:  www.pathfindersforautism.org. 
 

Tuesday, September 14, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Expanding Communication Options 

Sponsored by Pathfinders for Autism, Shared Support Maryland and Abilities Network.  Presenter:  Lisa 

McGann, The Arc Northern Chesapeake Region.  A workshop with hands-on training activities and strate-

gies to support communication.  Location:  Abilities Network Training Institute, 8503 LaSalle Road, 

Towson.  For more information:  Shelly McLaughlin, Pathfinders for Autism, 443-330-5370. 
 

Thursday, September 16, 6:30 p.m. 

Arc of Baltimore Guy Talk Pot Luck Dinner  

See August 19th listing for details. 
 

Friday, September 17, 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

First Annual ASBC Golf Tournament 

See Page 7 for details. 
 

Sunday, September 19, 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

4th Annual Walkabout Abilities Walk  
Location:  Goucher College campus, 1021 Dulaney Valley Road, Towson.  For more information:  410-

828-7700x1229, email ldunn@abilitiesnetwork.org or visit www.abilitiesnetwork.org. 
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DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS . . . (CONTINUED) 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE  
 

In looking over the Calendar, did you see a workshop or seminar you really want to attend but really 

canôt afford to at present?  Keep in mind that each year, current BCC-ASA  paid members are able to 

access funds to offset the cost of trainings, conferences, or workshop attendance.  These funds are 

available from the Charles Fowler, Sr. Memorial Fund established to honor the memory of Chuck 

Fowler.  To utilize these funds, submit a request before the event detailing the date, the event and 

funds requested.  After the training, submit a copy of the registration form to BCC-ASA, P.O. Box 

10822, Baltimore, MD 21234 or electronically to questions@bcc-asa.org and reimbursement will be 

mailed to you. 

http://www.arcofbaltimore.org
http://www.Pathfindersforautism.org
mailto:ldunn@abilitiesnetwork.org
http://www.abilitiesnetwork.org
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Here are three of the winning essays from our Autism Awareness Essay Contest 
 

Congratulations to these talented individuals and thank you for sharing with us! 

We will publish the remaining winning entries in future editions of The BCC-ASA News 

Autism 
By Jessica McCarthy 

Winner:  Elementary School Student Category 
 

 I am Jessica.  I am 8 years old and in the third grade.  I will be nine on March 25.  I go to 

Roland Park Elementary/Middle School.  I have three siblings:  my older sister Julia, who is 12 

years old; my little brother Joey, who is 5 years old; and my older brother Jarret who is 17. 

 Both Joey and Jarret were adopted.  Out of everyone in my family, I will be talking 

mostly about Jarret.  Jarret was adopted from Lithuania.  Everybody says we look alike even 

though he was adopted! 

 Jarret is the only one in my family with autism.  Since he had such a high stroke of au-

tism, he could not live with us after he got so big.  Therefore, he lives in a group home.  It was 

unsafe for him to live with us because he does not know how to keep safe.  For example, he 

picks up things from the ground and sticks them in his mouth.  Or, if we do not keep the door 

locked all the time, he will run outside.  Here is an example of a story my parents have told me: 

 One time they forgot to lock the front door and Jarret left the house.  Jarret walked to the 

light rail station all by himself.  He had to cross many busy streets and did not even know about 

red lights and green lights!  (He still does not understand that.)  Then he decided to dance on the 

railroad tracks!  My parents had called the police because they could not find him.  A nice lady 

figured out that Jarret needed help.  She called the police too.  That is how Jarret got back home. 

 From Jarret I learned how to be more understanding.  I knew someone else with autism.  

A boy who was in my kindergarten class has autism.  His name is Chad.  His parents told my 

mom how nice I was to Chad.  They did not know I had an older brother with autism!  Chadôs 

autism isnôt the same as Jarretôs.  With Chad, you could have a conversation.  What made his 

autism obvious was that it took a while for him to understand some things.  But, he was really 

good at science.  He knew all about the planets.  He went to a special room for reading and he 

had a special adult sit with him.  He had one friend named David.  David was very nice to him.  

I tried to be nice too.  We both knew that Chad was actually nice underneath the autism.  From 

Chad, I learned that there are different kinds of autism. 

 I think one of the most important things I learned is that even if you have autism you are 

not stupid, you can still be smart if you have autism.  I think many people in the class thought 

that Chad was stupid but actually, he was very smart, he just learned differently and needed 

more help.  I have learned a lot about knowing people with autism. 

 

Donôt be mean to others with autism!!!!!!!!!  



Just Different 
 

By Katie Hutcheson 
Winner:  Middle School Students Category 

 

I have these friends. 

I donôt try to pretend. 

How you see them it depends, 

but I just see them as different. 

 

They may not play like the rest of us. 

They may not ride on a normal bus. 

Sometimes people make a fuss, 

but I just see them as different. 

 

Some people might see them as weird. 

Some might think they should be feared. 

Some just want them to disappear, 

but I just see them as different. 

 

Some people donôt see their appeal. 

Some donôt even acknowledge theyôre real. 

I donôt know why people make a big deal, 

because I just see them as different. 

 

These friends I have are so sweet. 

Some of them are so petite. 

They may not be precise and neat, 

but I just see them as different. 

 

They can brighten my darkest days, 

in each of their own special ways. 

While Iôm with them, itôs all okay, 

And I just see them as different. 

 

Autistic is the proper name. 

No one, at all, is to blame. 

So what if they arenôt the same? 

Thatôs the definition of different. 

 

What I Have Learned about Autism 
By Sandy McCann 

Winner:  Professional Category 

 

I am the director of a special needs ministry at LifePoint Church in Reisterstown, MD.  The ministry is 

called HUGS, which stands for Help for Uniquely Gifted Souls.  I can think of no group of people we 

serve who best exemplify being uniquely gifted than our students with autism. 
 

I have learned that people with autism have heightened senses that allow them to experience the ordinary 

and mundane in details that we canôt even imagine.  I had the privilege of working at Camp Barnabas in 

Purdy, Missouri, during autism week.  One camper, Anna, captured my heart very early on.  We were 

playing with Jenga blocks, building towers as high as we could get them to stand. She soon lost interest 

in this activity, and began to build what appeared to be a house.  When she was done, she had built an 

exact replica of the cabin we were in, complete with the correct number and placement of windows, bunk 

beds, and bathrooms.  And all of this without saying a word.  She had taken in detail of our cabin that I 

had missed entirely. 
 

I have learned to celebrate even the smallest victories.  When a student who does not play purposefully is 

able to play catch with you over several exchanges, we celebrate.  When a student is successful at toilet-

ing, we celebrate.  When a student can focus on an activity for two or three minutes longer than usual, we 

celebrate.  When a student comes running into the classroom, we celebrate because that classroom is 

home to him.  When a student brings in brownies for your birthday even when it isnôt your birthday,  

we celebrate! 
 

I have learned that when behavior deteriorates, it is a desperate attempt at communicating something to 

us.  Our job is to figure out what they are trying to say.  I have learned that some students will allow eye 

contact and personal touch one day, and not allow it the next.  And I have learned that each student 

shows affection in their own unique way and thatôs okay. 
 

God made them perfect, just as they are. 
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Fore! . . .  
the Autism Society of Baltimore Chesapeake! 

 
Join us for a fun day on the links as we kick off the inaugural 

ASBC Golf Tournament.  The tournament will be held at the 

beautiful Quail Valley Golf Course in nearby Littlestown 

Pennsylvania on Friday, September 17th starting at 7:30 a.m.   

Your $75 registration fee covers greens fees and cart, breakfast, 

lunch buffet, three free beers and the awards ceremony.  This is 

a 4 man Best Ball tournament with a shotgun start.  Bonus ac-

tivities include Closest to the Pin, Straightest Drive and Putting 

Contests as well as a 50/50 raffle, Big 6 Gamble Wheel and a 

Silent Auction.  Not a golfer?  You can still come out for the 

great food and fun by attending the tournament and luncheon 

for just $10. 

 

Sponsorship opportunities still exist if you would like to 

give your business some great exposure to the community 

while supporting the Autism Society at the same time. 

 

For all the details and to register, check out the flyer on our 

website (www.bcc-asa.org) by clicking on the highlighted 

ñFirst Annual Golf Tournamentò section. 

Outback Fundraiser a Real Family Night Out!  
 

On June 28th , members of the autism community were able to enjoy a family 

night out (or even an ñafternoon outò as it started at 2:00 p.m.) at the 

Owings Mills Outback Steakhouse restaurant.  The restaurant generously 

donated a portion of the proceeds from the day to our chapter.  In addition, 

the restaurant opened early just for our families so they were able to dine before 

the dinner crowd, and before the restaurant was open to the public.  As an added bonus, Outback has a 

Gluten Free menu so everyone could enjoy eating out and not having to do the dishes! 

 

As the Autism Societyôs Co-President Debbie Page wrote in her thank you to Mike, the Owings Mills 

Outback Steakhouse manager: 

 

ñLast night was much more than a fundraiser to us.  It felt so good to look around your 

restaurant and see families with their kids on the spectrum enjoying themselves out in 

the community.  I was so impressed by the service and the friendliness of the staff.  I 

know our families felt welcome and comfortable.  That is priceless!  A million thanks to 

you and your staff for a great night!ò 
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Upcoming AARG! Meeting 
 

The next meeting of the Adult 

Autism Resource Group will 

be on Tuesday, September 

14
th from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  

AARG, a sub-group of BCC-

ASA, meets the second Tues-

day of every month at the 

home of Ellen Feifarek to 

work on issues that concern 

adults and transition-age youth 

with autism.  Please call Ellen 

at 410-583-7633 during day-

time hours if you are planning 

to attend your first meeting. 

Note:  No August Meeting! 

Michelle Landrum 

Kathleen McKenzie 

Rosalind Ridgeway-Simmons 

Louis Vigliotti 

BCC-ASA EXTENDS OUR HEARTFELT THANKS TO  

THESE RECENT DONORS 

 
Carol and Dave Brown 

Darren Friedman 

Kate Hollander 

Kathryn Inyang 

 
In Memory of Sabrina Mayhew 

Mary Barge 

Steve Barge 

Jerrie Harrell 

Michele and Charles Reese 

Suzanne and Greg Sparrow 

 
In Memory of Anna Receveur 

Jane and Donald Skacan 

Welcome,  

New Members 
 

The chapter extends a 

warm welcome to any-

one who recently at-

tended their first support 

group meeting. The Au-

tism Society exists as a 

resource for parents or 

anyone involved with a 

child or adult diagnosed 

with autism. We under-

stand the challenges of 

autism and are here to 

help in any way we can. 

We hope to see you at 

our next meeting! 

Did You Know? 

The Autism Society of Balti-

more-Chesapeake board 

meetings are held on the 3rd 

Thursday of every odd month 

at Mount Washington Pediat-

ric Hospital.  The next sched-

uled meeting is September 

16th at 7:00 pm. Please con-

tact Debbie or David if you 

are interested in attending.  

Agenda items may to be 

forwarded to Debbie at least 

one week prior to the meet-

ing. 

And Did You  

Also Know? 
 

We are now able to ac-

cept donations electroni-

cally using Paypal from 

our website on the Do-

nate page: 

http://bcc-asa.org/ 

BCCASADonate.htm  

The next Walk Now for Autism Speaks will be held on Saturday 

October 30th at M & T Bank Stadium! 

How cool is that? 

Also, volunteers are needed.  Attend the next Walk Committee meeting 

to meet other volunteers and hear about local activities and how you can 

help.  Email baltimore@autismspeaks.org.  Details about the walk are on  

www.walknowforautismspeaks.org/baltimore. 

According to the Mary-
land State Department of 

Education, the number of 

children with autism in 
Maryland is currently in-

creasing by 18 % per 
year.  As of October 
2008, there were 841,671 

students in Maryland 
schools, and of those, 
7,510 had autism (1 in 
112).  In Baltimore 
County, 1 in 98 students 

has autism and in Balti-
more City, the number is 

1 in 187. 

http://bcc-asa.org/BCCASADonate.htm
http://bcc-asa.org/BCCASADonate.htm
mailto:baltimore@autismspeaks.org
http://www.walknowforautismspeaks.org/baltimore
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Coldwell Banker Donates to  

the Autism Society of Baltimore-Chesapeake 
 

Coldwell Banker, through their Residential Broker-

age Cares Foundation, has sent a most generous do-

nation to ASBC.  We thank them for their thoughtful-

ness and send a special ñthank youò to our own David 

Savick, a Coldwell Banker agent, who facilitated this gift. Thank You 

The Sixth Branch 
 

The Sixth Branch, a veteran-guided 

service organization, invites you to 

an educational, fun, social night out 

this summer for a great cause.  Join 

us August 12th, from 6:00 - 9:00pm 

at the Skyloft Gallery (3701 Bank 

Street, Baltimore 21224) for aware-

ness raising, an art gallery with work 

by both adults with autism and veterans, an art auction and raf-

fle, appetizers, wine, beer, and entertainment.  Tickets are $50 

per person.  At the event, the funds raised will be announced 

and given to The Center for Adults with Autism at Towson 

University.  A small portion of the proceeds will also go to The 

6th Branch to cover operating costs.  Art will be organized by 

the Veteran Artist Program (VAP), an organization that gives 

artists that are veterans the venue and platform to take their art 

into the mainstream creative arts community.  If you cannot 

make it on August 12th, you can still make a donation of any 

amount to this effort. 
 

To purchase tickets, or make a donation, 

please visit the website for The 6th Branch at 

www.the6thbranch.org. 

Are you traveling this summer with an individual with autism? 

Check out these travel tips to make the most of your vacation! 
 

¶ Music & Movies:  MP3 players with headphones, loaded with 

favorite music, can soothe individuals who are disturbed by noises. Personal DVD players can also help 

make a long trip more enjoyable. 
 

¶ Book ñLow Seasonò Vacations:  Book ñlow seasonò on a cruise or at a resort so there will be fewer 

guests and the staff will have more time to devote to your needs. 
 

¶ Travel by Car:  Whenever possible, travel by car if flying or other public transportation seems too diffi-

cult. This will allow your family to relax in a stress-free environment while traveling to your destination. 

A Special Edition: 

Focus on Autism 
 

If you havenôt had a 

chance to pick up a 

copy at support group 

of A Special Edition:  Focus on Au-

tism, Baltimoreôs Child magazineôs 

resource guide for parent of children 

with autism, you can read it online 

or download it at www.Baltimores 

Child.com, or ask for a hard copy by 

calling  410-467-0087. 

The 2010 TIME 100 

Temple Grandin was featured in 

the annual TIME 100 issue where 

the magazine names the people 

who they feel most affected our 

world in the previous year.  And 

the HBO movie about her life gar-

nered 15 Emmy Nominations. 

Go Temple! 

http://www.the6thbranch.org
http://www.BaltimoresChild.com
http://www.BaltimoresChild.com
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/0,28757,1984685,00.html
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Towson University Autism Course Offered using WebEx Distance Education Format 
 

Towson University is offering its course on autism this fall using WebEx distance education format.  The 

course is IDHP 621:  Contemporary Issues of Infants and Children on the Autism Spectrum and is offered 

Wednesday evenings from 5:00 until 7:40 p.m.  WebEx allows students to have synchronous visual and 

audio connection from their computers at home with the course instructor and class materials using a head-

set with a microphone.  This course is open to individuals with a baccalaureate degree and can be taken as 

a stand-alone course or as part of a post baccalaureate certificate program on autism studies (AUTS). 

 

For more information, contact Janet Delany, Director of the Post Baccalaureate Certificate in Autism Stud-

ies at jdelany@towson.edu or 410-704-2371. 

Study Recruiting 

Volunteers 
 

You and your child are invited 

to participate in a research 

study at John Hopkins which 

is investigating the use of acu-

pressure and acupuncture with 

children with autism.  The 

sessions are designed to target 

impaired regulatory functions 

such as sleep, attention and 

behavioral and emotional re-

sponses in the children  

(ages 3-10). 
 

If you are interested in partici-

pating, please contact Ashley 

Dubin at 443-923-7589 or 

DubinA@kennedykrieger.org. 

In the Market  

for a  

Weighted Blanket? 
 

Hereôs a weighted blan-

ket company that is 

owned by an individual 

with autism: 
 

Cozy Calm 

www.CozyCalm.com 

763-533-6125 
This just in . . . 
The September Sensory Friendly Movie will be 

Nanny McPhee Returns on September 4th 

http://us.mc841.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=jdelany@towson.edu
mailto:DubinA@kennedykrieger.org
http://www.CozyCalm.com


Did you enjoy 

Honestly Autism Day 

in April?  

 

Well, save the date:  Next yearôs Honestly  

Autism Day is tentatively scheduled for 

April 2, 2011! 
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Bike Camp Coming 

to Maryland!  
 

Lose The Training Wheels 

is a national 501 (c)(3)organization that 

travels across the U.S. partnering with lo-

cal organizations, to teach children with 

special needs how to ride a two wheel 

bike without training wheels.  The sum-

mer of 2010 is the first time LTTW is 

coming to Maryland.  Chesapeake Speech 

School is proud to sponsor this bike camp 

August 2nd-6th in the gymnasium of the 

McDonogh School , in Owings Mills , 

MD.  LTTW uses adapted equipment, 

trained professionals & volunteers.  With 

75 minutes of riding over five days, ap-

proximately 85% of bikers learn to ride a 

two wheel bike independently. 
 

Bike Camp Volunteers Needed 
 

Forty volunteers are needed to be paired 

with riders in the Lose The Training 

Wheels bike camp.  The minimum com-

mitment is 75 minutes daily from Aug 2 - 

6th.  It is very emotional as most riders 

master riding a two-wheel bike before the 

end of the camp week! 

 

Biker and Volunteer registration forms 

are posted at 

www.chesapeakespeechschool.org. 

 

For more information, call camp director, 

Sue Ann Shafley, at 443-745-0455,  

or volunteer coordinator, Diane Grubb,  

at 410-299-8891. 

EARLI:  

The Early Autism Risk  

Longitudinal Investigation 
 

The Early Autism Risk Longitudinal Investigation Study is 

a national research study of risk factors for having another 

child with autism in families already affected by the disor-

der.  It will identify possible causes, which could be ge-

netic, environmental or a combination of both.  Information 

will be collected regularly from the mother during the 

study, and the new child will receive free developmental 

assessments until 3 years of age. 
 

EARLI is looking for biological mothers of a child with an 

Autism Spectrum Disorder diagnosis who: 

Live in Baltimore City, Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, 

Cecil, Harford, Howard, Montgomery or Prince Georgeôs 

Counties . . . 

AND 
Are less than 20 weeks pregnant or may become pregnant 

in the future. 
 

For more information, contact:  EARLI@jhsph.edu, or 

877-868-8014 (toll-free) or 443-287-4768 


