
The purpose of this newsletter is to provide information regarding Autism, Aspergerôs Syndrome and related disorders. 

We do not necessarily endorse the information printed in this newsletter. 
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Summer can be relaxing and fun for some, but for others the lack of 

school routines can make summer challenging.  BCC-ASA will continue 

to have regular support group meetings for July and August.  These meet-

ings will focus on addressing your questions and concerns.  Our special 

guest speaker series will resume in the fall. 
 

Our new board met in May and I am excited to share with you the enthusi-

asm the new board brings to the Chapter.  We will be expanding our areas 

of awareness and chapter development, and have set a membership goal of 

200 paid members!  If you have not yet paid your 2008 dues of $10, you can simply mail 

in your payment now (see page 6 for a copy of the membership form).  It is never too late 

to support your local Autism Chapter! 
 

Those members who came to our Potluck Social enjoyed a great evening of wonderful 

food and conversation.  Thank you to Trellis Services, Inc. for providing child care for the 

families and the location for the dinner.  This was an evening full of new and old friends 

sharing stories about life in the trenches and tales of great joy.  Thanks to BCC-ASA 

Board members Debbie Page and Helen Shafer for organizing this event.  We hope to do 

this again next year! 
 

Next up:  Cascade Lake on Sunday, June 29th.  This is always a fun event for families to 

come together and enjoy the water and a BBQ.  I know my family always looks forward 

to this annual excursion.  In fact, for us, it is our one trip to a lake each year.  Additionally 

we have scheduled our Second Family Bowling Day for Sunday October 19th.  Mark 

you calendar and save the date.  We hope you are taking advantage of these social events. 
 

Enjoy your summer and I look forward to seeing you at the various Chapter activities. 
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July 2 Hannah More Parent Support Group, 6:30 p.m., Reisterstown 

July 3 BCC-ASA Support Group, 7:00 p.m. 

July 8 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG),  Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

July 9 -12 Autism Society of America National Conference, Orlando, FL 

July 13 Sibshops for Girls ages 8-13, Baltimore, 3:30-6:30 p.m. 

July 15 POAC of Central Maryland, Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

July 23 Identifying and Finding Quality Child Care Programs, Towson, 6:30 p.m. 

August 6 School Readiness:  Preparation for Kindergarten, Towson, 6:30 p.m. 

August 6 Hannah More Parent Support Group, 6:30 p.m., Reisterstown 

August 7 BCC-ASA Support Group, 7:00 p.m. 

August 12 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG),  Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

August 13 Child Care:  Early Intervention, Inclusion and Special Education,  

Towson, 6:30 p.m. 

August 16 Baltimore Saints Special Hockey Bull Roast, Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

August 19 POAC of Central Maryland, Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

Sept. 3 Hannah More Parent Support Group, 6:30 p.m., Reisterstown 

Sept. 4 BCC-ASA Support Group, 7:00 p.m 

Sept. 9 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG),  Towson, 7:00 p.m. 

Calendar of Events 

National ASA Options Policy . . . 

Just a reminder that BCC-ASA adheres to the ASA options policy that states no single type of program or service 

will fill the needs of every individual with autism and that each person should have access to support services. At the 

very core of parent choice philosophy is the belief that no single program or treatment will benefit all individuals 

with autism.  Providing information and education to help in decision-making are more highly regarded at ASA than 

is advocating for one particular theory or philosophy. 
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St Elizabeth's School 

Unity Jazz Fest 2008 

BCC-ASA Wishes to Extend an Extra Special ñThank Youò 

to the Following Donors for their Outstanding Generosity: 
 

 

 Thomas & Jean Brooks 

 Barnes & Noble 
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DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS . . .  
(ABOUT THE CALENDAR ITEMS) 

 
 

Wednesday, August 6, 6:30 ï 8:00 p.m. 

Hannah More Parent Support Group  

Held every first Wednesday, a parent support group for parents of students with a range of disabilities including those in 

the emotional area, autism spectrum disorders, ADHD, learning disabilities, and health impairments.  The support group, 

co-facilitated by professionals, is designed to offer parents a confidential, supportive climate to share experiences and 

knowledge with each other, to develop problemïsolving and coping strategies and to inspire hope.  The group is not lim-

ited to parents of students who attend the school.  Location:  Hannah More School, Reisterstown.  For further informa-

tion or to RSVP:  Bob Brown at (443) 881-2034 or rbrown@hannahmore.org.  

 

Wednesday ï Saturday, July 9-12 

39th ASA National Conference:  Imagine the Possibilities 

Location:  Gaylord Palms Resort and Convention Center, Orlando, FL.  For more information:  www.autism-society.org. 

 

Sunday, July 13, 3:30 ï 6:30 p.m. 

Sibshops for Girls Ages 8-13 

Sponsored by Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital, Abilities Network, and Jewish Family Services, an agency of The As-

sociated: Jewish Community Federation of Baltimore.  For sisters of special needs children.  Location:  Mitchell David 

Teen Center, 1510 Reisterstown Road.  Cost: $10. Dinner is Included.  For more information/to register:  410-578-5169. 

 

Tuesday, July 15, 7:00 ï 8:30 p.m. 

Parents of Autistic Children of Central Maryland Meeting 

POAC of Central Maryland is a training, support and advocacy resource for families regarding Applied Behavior Analy-

sis (ABA) programs for children with autism.  Monthly meetings to discuss parentsô experiences creating and funding 

ABA programs, to share strategies and resources and to advocate together for needed services.  Location:  Coldwell 

Banker Offices, York Road, Towson.  For directions and more information:  http://poacofcentralmd.org.  

 

Wednesday, July 23, 6:30 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m. 

Identifying and Finding Quality Child Care Programs 

Part One of a Summer Education Series presented by Abilities Network Project ACT (All Children Together) and the 

Family Empowerment Network, a series of information sessions featuring presentations, panel discussions and network-

ing opportunities for parent of young children.  Location:  Abilities Network, 8503 LaSalle Road, Towson.  Child care 

provided free of charge, if children are registered in advance ï please make sure to request child care when you RSVP.  

Food and beverages provided for adults, snacks provided for children.  No cost.  Please RSVP at least 2 weeks in ad-

vance to Sarah Pinsker, 410-828-7700 x1259 or spinsker@abilitiesnetwork.org.  

 

Wednesday, August 6, 6:30 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m. 

School Readiness:  Preparation for Kindergarten  

Part 2 of Abilities Network/Family Empowerment Networkôs Summer Education Series.  See July 23rd listing for details. 

 

Wednesday, August 13, 6:30 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m. 

Child Care:  Early Intervention, Inclusion and Special Education  

Part 3 of Abilities Network/Family Empowerment Networkôs Summer Education Series.  See July 23rd listing for details. 

 

Saturday, August 16, 7:00 ï 11:00 p.m. 

Benefit Bull Roast and Silent Auction 
For the benefit of the Baltimore Saints Special Hockey program.  Silent auction to feature sports and other items.  Cost:  

$35.  Location:  Towson American Legion.  For more information:  Ann at afmenser@aol.com.  

The BCC-ASA News 

mailto:rbrown@hannahmore.org
http://www.autism-society.org/
http://poacofcentralmd.org/
mailto:spinsker@abilitiesnetwork.org
mailto:afmenser@aol.com


Page 4 

We are now able to accept donations electronically us-

ing Paypal from our website on the Donate page: 

 http://bcc-asa.org/BCCASADonate.htm 
 

And remember to check with your employer to see if you 

can participate in a matching gifts program which could 

double your contribution painlessly! 

Save the Date! 

 

 
Plan to join us at our  

Annual Bowling Social 

Sunday October 19th 

AMF Westview Lanes, 

Baltimore National Pike 

 from 1:00 ï 3:00 p.m. 

 

Recent Donations to BCC-ASA 
 

 

Thomas & Jean Brooks 

David & Carol Brown 

James & Ellen Buckler 

Melinda Elliott 

Wilfried & Roxanne Gehne 

Mark & Adrienne Gleason 

Susan & C. Forrest Mountford 

David & Gretchen Townsend 

 

In Memory of Charles Feuerherd, Sr 

 Victor, Nancy & V. J. Impallaria 

 Donald Klima & Judy Walter 

 The Skacan Family 

 

In Memory of Stokely Brooks, Jr. 

 Janet Deal 
 

In Memory of Marjean Funn  

 Stella Diaz 
 

In Memory of Teresa Lauterbach 

 Brian & Elisa Feser 

 Linda & James Wolinski 
 

In Honor of Mary Ellen & Bill Curtisô 

 ñ100thò birthday  

 Christa Burns 

 Gretchen Crews 

 Ellen & Chris Feifarek 

 Kate & Chris Snead 

Scholarship Funds Available for BCC-ASA Members  

Each year, current BCC-ASA  paid members are able to access funds to 
offset the cost of trainings, confer-ences, or workshop attendance.  These funds are available from the Fowler Memorial Fund established to honor the memory of Chuck Fowler.  To utilize these funds, sub-mit a request before the event detail-ing the date, the event and funds re-quested.  After the training, submit a 

copy of the registration form to BCC-ASA, P.O. Box 10822, Baltimore, MD 21234 or electronically to ques-tions@bcc-asa.org and reimburse-ment will be mailed to you. Also, if you are unable to afford the cost of membership in the Chapter and/or the National Autism Society, we can provide assistance.  Please let 
us know. 
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Resources Available to Help Maryland Families 
 

The Family Navigator is an individual who has had the experience of rais-

ing a child with intensive needs.  The purpose of this position in each county 

is to assist you (family members whose children have intensive needs relat-

ing to developmental disability and/or mental health issues) navigate the lo-

cal and state system to ensure your child has the supports he/she needs. 
 

The funding for this position comes from the Governor's Office of Children 

to the Local Management Boards (LMB) within your jurisdiction (County).  

For those of you who may not know of the work your LMB does, please 

visit the websites of your county. 
 

Please feel free to contact the Navigator in your County!! 
 

LOCAL FAMILY NAVIGATORS:  

 

Baltimore City  

Families First 

410-662-5500 x286 

 

Baltimore County 

Villa Maria Continuum 

410-252-4700 x265 
 

ãAlso, check out Network of Care (www.networkofcare.org) a highly interactive, single information 

place where consumers, community-based organizations and municipal government workers all can go to 

easily access a wide variety of important information.  The resources in this "virtual community" include a 

fast, comprehensive Service Directory; links to pertinent Web sites from across the nation; a comprehen-

sive, easy-to-use Library; a political advocacy tool; community message boards; and many others. 

 

Network of Care eLearning is an online education resource for government agencies as well as the general 

public.  States and counties can manage their employee training and development process of both online 

and classroom courses, while the general public may access an extensive catalog of online courses. 

 

This is a National website, however, within Maryland, only Anne Arundel County has fully implemented 

their information.  Future plans include expanding the outreach to ALL of MARYLAND.  

Check it out! 

Carroll County  

Get Connected Family Resource Center 

410-871-0008 

 

Harford County  

MD Coalition of Families 

410-420-9880 

Looking Ahead . . . 
 

On October 24 and 25th , the Organization for Autism Research presents 

the Sixth Annual Applied Autism Research and Intervention Conference at 

the Westin Arlington Gateway in Arlington.  This looks to be a very worthwhile 

conference, not too far away and reasonably priced ($125 for both days).  And 

donôt forget that BCC-ASA offers scholarships through the Fowler Memorial 

Fund to offset the cost of trainings, conferences or workshop attendance.  Please 

see the article on the opposite page for details on applying for a scholarship. 

 

Here's a 

good web-

site to stay abreast 

of autism legislation 

at state and federal 

levels: 

 

http://www. 

autismvotes.org 

http://www.networkofcare.org/
http://www.autismvotes.org/
http://www.autismvotes.org/


MEMBERSHIP FORM  

BALTIMORE -CHESAPEAKE CHAPTER ASA  
 

Name:  ______________________________Telephone:  _____________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip:  _______________________________________________  

E-mail (required for newsletter delivery):  ________________________  

Childôs Name:  _______________ Childôs Birthday: _________________  

Childôs School or Program (Optional): ____________________________  
 

If you prefer to receive a hard copy of the chapter newsletter by mail,  

please check here ____ and add an additional $10 to your dues payment 

to help offset the cost of printing and mailing. 
 

Additional donation to BCC-ASA:  _______   Thank You! 
 

Make checks payable to BCC-ASA and mail to: 

BCC-ASA, P.O. Box 10822, Baltimore, MD 21234 

ANNUAL DUES: $10.00 

CIRCLE ONE: 

Individual with Autism 

Family 

Professional 

Student 

Please note: 

BCC-ASA does not-

share information on 

our members with any 

other organization 

 

Great Handout Resources to Address Bullying from PACER Center 
 

The following free handouts are available from the PACER Center website as Adobe files: 
 

 

Bullying Fast Facts 

Common Views about Bullying 

IEP and Bullying 

Is Your Child Being Bullied in CyberSpace? 

Notifying School Administrators 

Telling Classmates About Your Child's  

Disability May Foster Acceptance 
 

Visit http://www.pacer.org/publications/bullying.asp to download these handouts. 

Resource List for Young Readers 

Talk to Your Child About Bullying 

Three Step Plan to Stopping Bullying 

What Every Kid Needs to Know about Bullying 

What If Your Child IS the Bully? 

Record Keeping and Bullying 

 

No, weôre not Olympians, just people with Olympic - size 

dreams for our kids!  BCC-ASA has set a goal of 200 paid members 

   for 2008.  Help us reach our goal by completing 

      and mailing in the membership form below 

          if you havenôt already sent in your dues  for this 

     year.  Your paid dues allow us to continue to provide 

      support and information to families affected by autism. 
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PROCEEDS BENEFIT  

The Baltimore -Chesapeake Chapter  

of  the Autism Society of  America  

and  

ALS Research  




