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The 1st Annual Honestly Autism Day:
Looking at Life from a Different Angle

The Partnership Project, a collaboration between the Autism Society of Baltimore and Balti
County Public Schools Office of Special Education, is presentirdgitdnnual Honestly Au-
tism Daywiththethemdi Loo ki ng at Li f e F oroSaturday, Barilf24"atr
New Town High School in Owings MillsThe keynote speakers will I&&arol Stock Kranowitz,
author ofThe Outof-Sync ChildandThe Outof-Sync Child Has Fuyran expert on Sensory Inte-
gration Dysfunction, anwilliam R. Stixrud, Ph.D., a clinical neuropsychologistAlso sched-
uled to speak are Dr. Christine Accardo, a Board Certified Behavior Analyst; Dr. Janelle Lo
Board Certified Family Physician; Amber Eisenmann; Chase Johnson as well as a panel of
ers on the spectrum. There will be a variety of sessions with experts covering everything agross
the spectrum. All this and more for only $20 (includes breakfast and lunch)!
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Join us for thispositive, uplifting day for parents and professionals. . . .

The Nutcracker Ballet 3" Annual Bowling Social
December 4 October 25

Noah and David

The Hippodrome Founda- giving it their all!

tion, Inc. and CareFirst Blue-
Cross BlueShield invited
local families impacted by
autism to attend Pittsburgh
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Athena, Stephanie, Sophia, hearsal of the Nutcracker strategizing.
David & Noah relax after TAWEKT Ballet.
enjoying the Nutcracker. _ See page

11 for
more
details.

Kirby gets ready to ¥,

Sophia and Noah meet Sant unleash a rocket . .




The purpose of this newsletter is to provide inform
We do not necessarily endorse the information printed in this newsletter.

Calendar of Events

January 7 BCC-ASA Support Group, 7:00 p.m. ‘

January 9  SensoryFriendly Filnt Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Squeakgquel
White Marsh, 10 a.m.

January 11 BaltimoreCountySECAC, Topic: Education of Twice Exceptional
Students, Towson, 7:00 p.m.

January 12 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG), Towson, 7:00 p.m.

January 13 Accessing Community Resourcéswson, 10:00 a.m.

January 13 Ultimate Play Zone Autism Open Play, Cockeysville, 5:30 p.m.

January 14 Tips for Problem BehavipReisterstown, 11:30 a.m.

January 14 Asperger's Syndrome: Teen Years & Transition to AdulthGodkeysville, 12:30 p.m.

January16 Momdés Night Out, Cockeysville, 6:00 p.

January 19 POAC of Central Maryland, Hunt Valley, 7:00 p.m.

January 20 Preparing for the Job of Life: TU Center for Adults with Autigaltimore, 7:00 p.m.

January 21 Guy Talk Pot Luck Dinner, Towson, 6:30 p.m.

February 4 Potty Training Reisterstown, 11:30 a.m.

February 4 BCC-ASA Support Group, TopicA Fat her 6s Pe&OGppecti ve P

February 6 SensoryFriendly Filnt The Tooth FairyWhite Marsh, 10 a.m.

February 8 BaltimoreCountySECAC, Topic: Standards Based IEP Goals, Towson, 7:00 p.m.

February9 Asperger 6s Disorder & Auti sm: Advance
Timonium

February 9 Adult Autism Resource Group (AARG), Towson, 7:00 p.m.

February 10 Ultimate Play Zone Autism Open Play, Cockeysville, 5:30 p.m.

February 11 Best Practice Interventions for Sensory Processing Dispitimore

February 11 Sensory ProcessingCockeysville, 12:30 p.m.

February 16 POAC of Central Maryland, Hunt Valley, 7:00 p.m.

February 18 Guy Talk Pot Luck Dinner, Towson, 6:30 p.m.

February 19 Perspectives on Autism: Family is ImportaRbckville

March 4 Play Techniques for Children with Autism: Ages, Reisterstown, 11:30 a.m.

March 4 BCC-ASA Support Group, TopicAlternative Therapies/:00 p.m.

March 8 BaltimoreCountySECAC, Topic: A Conversation with Dr. Hairston, Towson, 7:00 p.m.

For updated events information, visit the BCCASA calendar atwww.bccasa.org

DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS . ..

(ABOUT THE CALENDARITEMS)

Saturday, January 9, 10:00 a.m.

ASA/AMC Entertainment Sensory Friendly Film, White Marsh AMC
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The SqueakqueThe world famous singing chipmunk trio returns to contend with the
pressures of school, celebrity, and a rival female music group known as The Chipettes. Features the voices
Poehler, Christina Applegate & Jesse McCartney, & Jason Lee in person! Rated PG for some mild rude hum

Monday, January 11, 7:00i 9:00 p.m.

Baltimore CountySpeci al Education Citizensd6 Advisory Com
Monthly meetings throughout the school year are held in Room 114 of the ESS Building, located on the Baltir
County Board of Educationds Greenwood campus, 69

Baskar, Chairperson: 44536644 or MARYAF@aol.com.
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http://www.bcc-asa.org

Calendar Closeup
January 7" Support Group Meeting

Qur first meeting of 2010 will be a #fr ar
cesses and our challenges, get some helpful advice (andiegsome if we can), and be re-
mi nded that we arendét al one i n-outlsessibnifonparentsi t h

aut

of newly-diagnosed children as well. And, as always, the lending library will be open, our photo board will

be on display (maybe this will be the moiitbr year?- you finally remember to bring in that adorable

photo of your loved one to put up on the board!), lots of literature will be available to bring home and there

wi || be some |l ight refreshments to keep you

February 4" Support Group Meeting

Our February meeting will featule Fat he
chapter speak about t
view.

r s P e Cenmebartsevera fatReasrirem our
he challenges and rewar
March 4™ Support Group Meeting

We 61 | usher i n Mar ch wiAlkematize Theergies that lsaveipnowgn td e betp

ful to individuals on the spectrum. We will have speakers presenting on music therapy, art therapy,
assisted therapy as well as a chiropractor.
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DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS . . . (CONTINUED)

Wednesday, January 13, 10:00 a.ni.12:00 noon

Accessing Community Resources

Sponsored in partnership with The Arc of Baltimor
parents of children with disabilities. It will cover basic information about addressing the needs of parents who
children with special health newly care needs, matching parent needs to local resources, networking with othe
in the group on resources not currently listed. Each participant will receive dividers for keeping records as wel
source contact list. Location: The Arc of Baltimore, 7215 York Road, Towson. For more information: Becky H
4102962272 x 5351 obhartnett@arcofbaltimore.org

Wednesday, January 13, 5:30 7:00 p.m.
Ultimate Play Zone Autism Open Play- Call ahead to confirm 2010 schedule had not been posted at presstime]
At the Ultimate Play Zone in Cockeysville, 10626 York Road. Special session for autistic children and their fan

have
parent
as are
Hartnett.

hilies.

Cost: $7 per child. Reservations requested. Please remember socks and signed waivers are required. For njore infc

mation: www.ultimateplayzone.con#10-628-7529 oradmin@ultimateplayzone.com

Thursday, January 14, 11:30 a.mi 1:00 p.m.

Tips for Problem Behavior

A presentation in the Shafer Center Parenting Power Series;@fiveeries designed to inform, educate, and emp
parents of children on the autism spectrum. The series will give attendees insight into the tips, techniques, an(
that have been most successful with these youngskars.for Problem Behaviaowill be presented by Christine Ac-
cardo, Ph.D., BCBA. All children encounter behavior issues at one time or another. Dr. Accardo will provide
into how parents can address the behavior issues such as tantrums, aggression, and self injury of their child o
trum, and what tools are required to best deal with these behavior issues. Location: The Shafer Center, 132 E
Center Drive, Reisterstown No cost and spaces are limited. For more information or to reserve a-&dat1 Uix)

Thursday, January 14, 12:30° 2:00 p.m.
Asperger's Syndrome: The Teen Years & Transition to Adulthood
A presentation in the Brown Bag Seminar Series offered by Pathfinders for Autism and Confident Student. Sp

bwer
Il therap

nsight

h the sp
pusines:

paker:

Dr. Alex Szollos, Human Development Center. Location: Pathfinders for Autism Resource Center, 303 Interngtional

Circle, Suite 110, Hunt Valley. No charge, but registration is required. For morenmfw: pathfindersforautism.org
or contact Mary Beth Collins at Confident Student: -692 6143 or Rebecca Rienzi at Pathfinders: -883-5370.



mailto:bhartnett@arcofbaltimore.org
http://www.ultimateplayzone.com
mailto:admin@ultimateplayzone.com
http://www.pathfindersforautism.org
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DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS . . . (CONTINUED)

Saturday, January 16, 6:00° 8:00 p.m.
Moms & Night Out
Sponsored by the Chesapeake Down Syndrome Parent |Gro
with disabilities, learn about upcoming local opportunities for family support and resources, and learn how you [can par
ticipateinthe CDSP@ ponsored parent advocacy workshop seriegs t
of young children with disabilities. Location: 26 Montvieu Court, Cockeysville (home of Michelle Hart, CDSPG mem-
ber). RSVP by January 110 Claire Holmesgholmes@towson.edor 410372-0618.

Tuesday, January 19, 7:00 8:30 p.m.

Parents of Autistic Children of Central Maryland Meeting
POAC of Central Maryland is a training, support and advocacy resource for families regarding Applied Behavigr Analy
sis (ABA) programs for children with auti sm. Mo n|t h |
ABA programs, to share strategies and resources and to advocate together for needed services. Location: The Trelli
School, 100 Lakefront Drive, Hunt Valley. For directions and more informatitip://poacofcentralmd.org

Wednesday, January 20, 7:00 8:30 p.m.

Preparing for the Job of Life: Towson University Center for Adults with Autism
For adolescents and young adults with disabilities and their parents/family members; educators, clinicians; community
and health care providers. Location: Kennedy Krieger Institute, Green Spring Campus, Bowles Building, Boand Roon
3825 Greenspring Avenue. No Cost. For more information: Jenny Jesesicefinder@kennedykrieger.pds3
9232790 orwww.kennedykrieger.org

Thursday, January 21, 6:30i 8:00 p.m.
Guy Talk Pot Luck Dinner

An ongoing event scheduled for the third Thursday of every month. This support group is for dads only, to disquss the
challenges and joys of having a child with a developmental disability. Location: The Arc of Baltimore, 7215 Yqrk
Road, Towson. For more information: Dorothea Nikiskas@arcofbaltimore.org10296-2272 x 5349 or
www.arcofbaltimore.org

Thursday, February 4, 11:30 a.mi 1:00 p.m.

Potty Training

Presented by Christine Accardo, Ph.D., BCBA Potty training can be a challenge for many children with autism.
Dr. Accardo will describe some basic techniques to get started and provide some helpful hints to get through the proce
See January 4Shafer Center Parenting Power Series listing for details on location and reservations.

Saturday, February 6, 10:00 a.m.

ASA/AMC Entertainment Sensory Friendly Film, White Marsh AMC
Tooth Fairy. Starring Dwayne Johnson, Julie Andrews, Ashley Judd and Billy Crystal. A bad deed on the part|of a
tough minofleague hockey player results in an unusual sentence: He must serve one weekliis tpotlalfairy.

Rated PG for mild language, some rude humor and sports action. o
R GQ%

Monday, February 8, 7:00i 9:00 p.m. ////
Baltimore CountySpeci al Education Citizenso '/@// Commfi tt ¢
Topic: Standards Based IEP Goals 47

See January Misting for details. #

Tuesday, February 9, 8:45 a.mi 4:30 p.m.

Asperger 6s Disorder & Auti sm: Advances in Under s|tan
Presented by the New England Educational Institute. Speaker: Celine Saulnier, Ph.D., Training Director for the Yale
Autism Program at the Yale Child Study Center, Yale University School of Medicine. -Bayrgeminar for educators,
psychol ogists, social workers, counselors, physic|ian
work with individuals with autism spectrum disorders. CE Credits available. Location: Crowne Plaza Baltimorg North
2004 Greenspring Drive, Timonium. Cost: $149. For more informatiomy.neei.orgor call 413499-6584.



mailto:cholmes@towson.edu
http://poacofcentralmd.org/
mailto:resourcefinder@kennedykrieger.org?subject=Baltimore%20-%20'Preparing%20for%20the%20Job%20of%20Life:%20Towson%20University%20Center%20for%20Adults%20with%20Autism'
http://www.kennedykrieger.org
mailto:dnikas@arcofbaltimore.org?subject=Baltimore%20-%20'Guy%20Talk%20Pot%20Luck%20Dinner'
http://www.arcofbaltimore.org
http://www.neei.org
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Wednesday, February 10, 5:30 7:00 p.m.
Ultimate Play Zone Autism Open Play- Call ahead to confirm- 2010 schedule had not been posted at presstim
See January 1isting for details.

Thursday, February 11, 12:30i 2:00 p.m.

Sensory Processing

A Brown Bag Seminar Series presentation. Speaker: Ida Zelaya, Sensory Street, Inc. For details on locatio
registration, please see January ligting.

Thursday, February 11, 8:00 a.mi 3:30 p.m.

Best Practice Interventions for Sensory Processing Disorder

Presented by Medical Educational Services, Professional Development Network. Presenter: Delana Honake
OTR/L. For OTs, SLPs, PTs, social workers, educators, psychologists, counselors and parents and caregive
Credits available. Location: Four Points Sheraton at BWI Airport, 7032 EIm Road. Cost: $189 ($219 after H
ary ). To register:-www.medspdn.comor 715836-9900.

Tuesday, February 16, 7:00 8:30 p.m.
Parents of Autistic Children of Central Maryland Meeting
See January 1Qisting for details.

Thursday, February 18, 6:30i 8:00 p.m.
Guy Talk Pot Luck Dinner
See January 21isting for details.

Friday, February 19, 9:30 a.m.i 4:30 p.m.
Perspectives on Autism: Family is Important
Presented by Families Together for People with Disabilities. Speakers: Eustacia Cutler, mother of Temple G
and author oA Thorn in My PocketSally BurtonHoyle, Ph.D., Director of EMU Autism Center, Eastern Michigal
University and sibling of an individual on the spectrum; and Renée Gordon, J.D. and Barry Gordon, M.D., JoH
Hopkins Medical Institute, parents of a child with ASD. Location: Manor Country Club, 14901 Carrolton Roa
Rockville. Cost: $65 (through January™5675 (after January % A limited number of $20 reduced parent regi
trations may be availabilecall to confirm. For more information and to registeww.familiestogether.orgr 1-
866-326-4864.

Thursday, March 4, 11:30 a.mJ 1:00 p.m.
Play Techniques for Children with Autism: Ages2
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Presented by Tina Morrissey, M.S., GG P . Pl ay is an important part|of
play as well as techniques to promote development of pivotal skills such as expressive and receptive language, joint
attention, joint reference, and symbolic play will be discussed. See Janli@8kdfér Center Parenting Power Se-

ries listing for details on location and reservations.

Monday, March 8, 7:001 9:00 p.m.

Baltimore CountySpeci al Education Citizensd Advisory Committ

Topic: A Conversation with Dr. Hairston
See January Misting for details.

-

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

In looking over the Calendar, did you see a workshop or seminaegbiywant to attend but
realycandét afford to at present ? -ASAepaigpmemliversare
able to access funds to offset the cost of trainings, conferences, or workshop attendance. The
funds are available from tt@&harles Fowler, Sr. Memorial Fundestablished to honor the memory
of Chuck Fowler. To utilize these funds, submit a request before the event detailing the date, the
event and funds requested. After the training, submit a copy of the registration form-#&3FCC
P.O. Box 10822, Baltimore, MD 21234 or electronicallgtestions@bcasa.organd reimburse-
ment will be mailed to you.



http://www.meds-pdn.com
http://www.familiestogether.org

We would like to We are also extremely grateful to the followiBagltimore
extend a warm thani [l County Public School employeewho work with children
you toEva Khoury, with autism. They generously made donations to the Autigm

owner of the store| |l 5ociety of BaltimoreChesapeake in lieu of holiday gifts at

Earth Alley in 1l their annual holiday luncheon. Thank you for the work yo)
Hamden. On De- .
v cember 18 a per- do, and for your support and generosity!
(;ZTézgﬁaf (tjré?l ;:g(;e; Michelle Braxton Naomi RitterCantesanu
: : Sara EgorirHooper Kari Roy
the Autism Society . :
of Baltimore Patty Farrell Erica Solliday
Chesapeake_ We Cathy F|Sher ‘/ Joal‘l Strl(?k|el’
sincerely appreciate Sany Fisher SUSIIE Swindell
her generous sup- Melissa Mast Robin Taplette
l port! And, we are Fran Widdick
grateful to all who
came out to shop, Py
especiallySara LI 4 Oops! We Dropped the Ball!
EXPLORE Egorin-Hooperwho | ¢ & o
CREAT was instrumental in If you called our phoneline in November or December,
CONNECT the success of thd we apologize that you didn
fundraiser timely manner. With so many demands on our atten-
‘|tion, our phone |ine rotation go
Thank you! ered for several weeksek! We send our apologies and hope you

understand that we are anatllunteer organization and are each indi-
vidually dealing with the many challenges of autism.

Baltimore-Chesapeake Chapter Reaches Out at
Maryland State Education Association Convention

Our energetic Board Member Adrienne Gleason welcomed dozens of educé !m{ ‘
from across Maryland to our booth at the Applkday Health Fair at the MSE ‘ | e
convention held October f&ind 17 in Ocean City. The cheerful booth fea- S 4
tured a AGuess the Number of Puzzl|s

by Pat Ryan from White Oak School in Parkville. She was the lucky winner
one of the Autism Soci eshrts.oAdrieda | t i
handed out many of our brochures and answered innumerable questions re
ing our chapter. Thank you Adrienne for all your hard work and enthusias

B R o R R o o e
o o 0 % o K 3 XTI T 5 5 2 0 0 0% 08 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Autism Societyos Optildns HbdAutsymn Society of.

Just a reminder that the Autism Society of BaltimGtesapeake Baltimore-Chesapeake
adheres to the Auti sm Sonosiet gratefullp acknowledgesc y
gle type of program or service will fill the needs of every individ a donation from

ual with autism and that each person should have access to

port servicesAt the very core gbarent choicephilosophy is the . .

belief that no single program or treatment will benefit all indj- Trellis Services Inc.
viduals with autism. Providing information and education to hqly in memory

in decisioamaking are more highly regarded at the AS than|i

; . . of Gilbert Alvin Goodman
advocating for one particular theory or philosophy.
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YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE
SPECIAL EDUCATION COMMUNITY FORUM

Monday, February 22 7-8p.m.

The Office of Special EducationandtheSpeci all Education Citizens
(SECAC) are asking for your input on the approved Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS)
Special Education Staffing Plan for 2009-2010. This input will be used to update the current
staffing plan in preparation for drafting the (BCPS) Special Education Staffing Plan for 2010-
2011. These community sessions also provide an opportunity for parent input on other issues
regarding special education.

What is a staffing plan?

The staffing plan documents the information and procedures used by BCPS to recommend
the number and types of service providers needed to ensure the provision of FAPE (free, ap-
propriate, public education).

Where are the community forums being held?

1 Charlesmont Elementary, 7800 W. Collingham Drive, Baltimore, MD 21222
Church Lane Elementary, 3820 Fernside Road, Randallstown, MD 21133
Dogwood Elementary, 7215 Dogwood Road, Baltimore, MD 21244

Padonia International Elementary, 9834 Greenside Drive, Cockeysville, MD 21030
Vincent Farm Elementary, 6019 Ebenezer Road, Baltimore, MD 21162

=A =4 =4 =4

Why is community input needed?

1 To provide comments/recommendations for the draft of the BCPS Special Educa-
tion Staffing Plan for 2010-2011

1 To give parents an opportunity to express opinions about the delivery of special
education services in BCPS

I f I candét attend the meeting, are th

The community can provide written comment through February, 2010 by sending an e-mail to:
staffingplan@bcps.org or by writing to the Baltimore County Public Schools, Office of Special
Education at 6901 Charles Street, Towson, MD 21204.

You can get a copy of the staffing plan by calling the Office of Special Education at 410-887-
3660 or online at www.bcps.org/offices/special ed/staffing-plan.html. For more informa-
tion about parent input into this process, contact Mary Baskar, Chairperson, at 410-453-6644
or MARYAF@aol.com

er




News from National

We sometimes lose sight of the fact that we are part of a much bigger group of individuals dealing with
autism. We are the local chapter of the Autism Society, a national organization with the goal to impfove
the lives of all affected by autism. Recently, national has changed its name from The Autism Society of
America to simply thé\utism Societyand has adopted a new logo reflecting that change. As a chaptgr of
national, our new name has becomeAh#@sm Society of Baltimore Chesapeakeaather than the Balti-

more Chesapeake Chapter of the Autism Society of America BS8). You will still be seeing our ac-
ronym BCGASA used (including our website address of www-bsa.org) and we are still the same
chapter that has been in existence since 1976, just with a sorrdiffdraint name!

Here i s some of the | at e-sheAuhsemBaciety:r om our natiff on

U.S. Autism Prevalence Risesto 1 in 110
by Carin Yavorcik, Media Specialist, Autism Society

tional autism prevalence report today, confirming that the prevalence of autism spectrum disorders in the United
States is 1 percent of the population, or one in 110 of children eight years of age in 2006.

Thelongawai ted report was conducted by the CDCO6s I tis
work in 11 sites in 2006 and tracks prevalence in children eight years of age. The Autism and Developme | al
Disabilities Monitoring (ADDM) Network is a group of programs funded by CDC to determine the number o

same surveillance met hods, which are model ed af er
Surveillance Program (MADDSP).

AThis report confirms what we at the Autism Socl| ety

ing our government acknowledge the real increase in autism and validating the impact this condition has off in-
di vi dual s, families and their communities, 0 sailll Le
tion stildl remai ns: How bad does it have to ge b e

This report presents a number of other important details, including:

1 The study suggests that while better diagnosis accounts for some of the prevalence, a true increase
cannot be ruled out. The report also undersclor e
genetic and environmental factors interact to result in symptoms which make up the autism spec-
trum. o

The report again highlights that delays in identification still persist. Children in 2006 were being

diagnosed only five months earlier on average than those in 2002, thus still missing the critical years

of early intervention. (In 2002, children were diagnosed at an average age 6 Hi3onths, and in

2006, the average age wasi580 months.) The report laudably notes that the continued lag in iden-
tification needs to be addressed as a public [fhea
dren in the U.S. receive opti mal early intervjent

Increases in prevalence among minority population were significant, with a 91 percent increase in
Hispanic children (with 144 percent increase in Arizona contributing to this) and 41 percent in black
nonHispanic. There was a 55 percent increase in WhiteHigpanic.

Prevalence in boys was found to be 4.5 times higher in males than females. The report states one in
70 boys and one in 315 females have autism.

This study gathered data on prevalence and cognitive impairment, showing a 90 percent increase in
children with borderline intellectual functioning and a 72 percent increase among children with aver-
age to above average intelligence. As intelligence testing is unstable in the autism community, fur-
ther analysis needs to be done to understand this change. (continued on next page)
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News from National (continued from previous page)

Overall prevalence was lower among the sites with access to health evaluations alone, so sites thatjdid no
include educational evaluations likely underestimated ASD prevalence for that site. The lack of eduga-
tional data would have impacted the cognitive functioning analysis as well.

agnoses | ater than eight, which can be commo i
diagnosis is 11 years old.

The ADDM report, which was conducted in the states of Alabama, Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Georgia,
Maryland, Missouri, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina and Wisconsin, is consistent withj the
Depart ment of Health and Human Services Natifona

The increasing numbers have letggm economic costs to the country, as autism is a chronic medical gon-
dition affecting people across the lifespan. The Autism Society calls on the U.S. government to addfess
the pressing need for communligsed services to ensure a better quality of life for people with autis |

and their families and to increase funding for research into what factors put people at risk and treat
that will mitigate the severest medical symptoms affecting people with this chronic medical conditior].

ents

The new CDC data on Prevalence of Autism Spectrum Disorders released can be viewed at:
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss5810al.htm

Many other articles canwdwautisground on| Nz¢
society.orgincluding a discussion of the current healthcare reform leg-
i slationbds potential 1 mpact on 4 mi

@
a
a
@
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Temple Grandin . .. Welcome.
The Movie! i New Members
1

Wedve just | earned The chapver edt&h@s amip v i e
will highlight the accomplishments of Tem- warm welcome to any-
ple Grandin, considered to be one of the m¢gil] one who recently at-
accomplished individuals with autism in the tended their first sup-
omplegrangmanmt - world. Golden Globeavinning actress Claire port group meeting.
Danes stars in this fablased story of an autis- The Autism Society
tic woman who became an unlikely hero to America's cattle indus exists as a resource for

Temple Grandin, this HBO Films production is a portrait of a stig volved with a child or
tized, misunderstood young woman who learned to channel her adult diagnosed with
unique gifts into a brilliant career as a scientist, author and grouncﬂ autism. We understand
breaking animal advocate. Catherine O'Haratens with Julia Or- the challenges of au-
mond and David Strathairn. The film is directed by Mick Jackson’ﬂ tism and are here to

and to autistic people everywhere. Based on the writings of the r’_@ parents or anyone in-

with a screenplay by Christopher Monger and William Merritt Joh help in any way we

son based on the booEsnergencdy Temple Grandin and Margare can. We hope to see

Scariano andhinking in Picturedy Temple Grandin. you at our next meet-
It is scheduled to debut on

ing!
Saturday, February 6" at 8:00 p.m. on HBQ
I I BN BN BN BN BN BE BN O BE BE
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http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss5810a1.htm
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and we thought you

Sensory-Friendly showing of:
might like to know . . .

Alvin & the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel

Tax Credits and Benefits

Available to Qualifying
Taxpayers with Disabilities and Parents
of Children with Disabilities

Saturday, January 9th
10:00am

AMC Entertainment® and the Autism Society of America have

teamed up to bring families affected by autism a special

Detailed information about available tax
credits and benefits can be found in IRS
Publication 907Tax Highlights for Per-
sons with Disabilities It is available elec-
tronically from the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice atwww.irs.goy, or you can get a free
paper copy by calling-B00-TAX-FORM
(1-800-829-3676).

opportunity to enjoy their favorite films in a safe and

accepting environment on a monthly basis

With Sensory Friendly Films, the movie auditoriums will have
their lights brought up and the sound turped down
AMC Columbia Mall 14
10300 Little Patuxent Parkway

AMC White Marsh 16
8141 Honeygo Bivd,
Columbia, Md 21044 Baltimore, Md 21236

410-423-0510 410-333-5428

For tickets to this unique experience,

please visit the theatre’s box office the day of the event

fas aMC <  #AA
i, /nd/.wdnal‘inga THEATRES o N i Socety & Aswor
of ¢ ’77ay Ug/g on Iticje ab M Note: when attending the movie, remember ¢
e hejr by Use Qi the sp Oyt to ask for thesensoryfriendly showing there
4 ns, ch AUNs ¢, reng o €c- may be other showings of the same movie going
Ulisy,, ~ECk oyt Solyg [ Arts on at the theater but they will not be sensfigndly!
0

- Upcoming AARG! Meeting
//Q:;‘ N
(/J\\V . ‘}\"; The next meeting of the Adult
TRED Autism Resource Group will

be onTuesday, January 12'
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

AARG, a subgroup of BCC
ASA, meets the second Tues-
s day of every month at the
home of Ellen Feifarek to

Did You Know?

website on the Donate page:

We are now able to accept donations
electronically using Paypal from our

http://bccasa.org/BCCASADonate.htm
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work on issues that concern
adults and transitieage youth
with autism. Please call Ellen
at 410583-7633 during day-
time hours if you are planning
to attend your first meeting



http://bcc-asa.org/BCCASADonate.htm
http://www.irs.gov
http://www.disabilityscoop.com/2009/06/17/autism-iq-test/3739/
http://www.disabilityscoop.com/2009/06/17/autism-iq-test/3739/
http://www.disabilityscoop.com/2009/06/17/autism-iq-test/3739/
http://www.disabilityscoop.com/2009/06/17/autism-iq-test/3739/

Pagell

:
:
:
B
:
O
:
;-
:
a
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

%N@i

Autism Society Families Enjoy an Afternoon at the Ballet %
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Thanks to the thoughtfulness and generosity of The Hippodrome Foundation and Care®irst
BlueCross BlueShield, 65 individuals with autism and their families had the opportunity

delight in theNutcrackerand the beauty of the Hippodrome Theater.

In keeping with The Hippodrome Foundation's misstorincrease access to the Hippo-
drome Theatre and all of its assefamilies were invited to a First Act dress rehearsal spe
presentation athe Nutcracker performed by the Pittsburgh Ballet Theater on Decenther 4
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In addition to enjoying the ballet, the fabulous costumes and the astonishing set design, attende
treated to a hethocolate and cookie reception. Santa was even available in an adjacent room fo
day consultations. Families were welcome to mingle in the lobby, going in and out of the theate
desired. Because of these thoughtful accommodations, families were able to relax and enjoy th
selves in an accepting atmosphere without the worry of disturbing others.
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What a delight it was to see children and adults all having such a wonderful time!
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E www.AutismontheSeas.com A Look Ahead

: offers group and individual travel at Thi S _Ye aros
{ for adults and families dealing with Support Group Topics:

P ASD, including Asperger Syndrome. They of- April: Teens on the Spec-

: fer intriguing services such as pool (water sensory trum, panel discussion

)| related) activities, priority boarding and disembark- featuring the teens

: ing procedures, special dietary accommodations, pri- themselves

i Vvate and expedited dining, cruise PECS and a cruise | May Annual Meeting and

W social story, parentds play tipmetonoPOfficetsat e gr ol
H activities, sibling activities as well as accommodat-

ing most special requests or needs. Also offered are
Adult Focused Group Cruises for adults with autism.

Autism on the Seasin be reached via their website
or at 18005165247, /N@
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- National Aquarium in Baltimore - Special Visit Times -

-
Avoid the crowd by visiting on the first Sgyurc

First Saturdays and First Sundays programallows visitors with special needs and their guests -
to enter 30 minutes before the Aquarium opens to the general public. »-
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)8 If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact: )
P Jennifer Hamilton at 416594291 orjhamilton@aqua.org »
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